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Dear Colleagues
Thursday, May 2nd, was the last Senate meeting of the year.  I encourage you to watch the webcast if
you have a few minutes.  We began with an in memoriam slide show of the 46 current and emeritus
faculty members who passed away since January, 2023.  You can view the slide show here beginning
at 14:20.  If you are aware of a faculty member who passed away and who is not in the slide show,
please let me know and we will add him/her. These slides will be posted on the Senate website,
along with biographies.
 
President Sasse also gave a report on some of his priorities, especially his plan to hire additional
teaching faculty. You can view his comments starting at 18:40. Provost Angle then gave his provost’s
report starting at 1:07:22 where he answered some of the questions from last month’s Senate
meeting about post-tenure review, as well as UF’s response to the protests.  Both Provost Angle and
Associate Provost Hass reiterated the importance of faculty participating in the analysis of the
research metrics and confirmed that chairs and deans should consult with their P&T committees, but
that such consultation is a floor and not a ceiling. Best practices would have all tenured and tenure-
track faculty engaging with the metrics. And for once, my report was much shorter than the others.
 
The Senate meeting ran long and it was a rather chaotic ending where I accidentally forgot to open the
floor to non-Senator faculty for their comments. As it turned out, some faculty had attended just for
the chance to speak. I promised that I would pass on to you their comments, which I am attaching at
the bottom of this email. I would remind you that all faculty have an opportunity to speak to the
Senate at the end of every month’s meeting. There was a large influx of faculty right at 5:00 for the
Distinguished Professor Lecture in the Senate Chamber by Professor Andreas Keil on the Building
Blocks of Mental Health: Linking Basic Science of Brain and Behavior to Well-being and
Resilience which you can watch here. It was one of the best-attended distinguished professor
lectures of the year. I apologize that because of the length of the meeting and the transition to the
distinguished professor lecture we were unable to hold discussion on a number of important
curricular programs – we will do so at the meeting in August.
 
As we leave for the summer, I would like to mention a few updates and new opportunities.

1. At minute 29:20 of the webcast, President Sasse began discussion of his plan to make
progress on curriculum development during the summer. He announced that his and the
Provost’s offices would have stipends available for faculty who are interested in helping move
course development along so they are ready to be approved first thing in the fall semester. If
you are available and would like to work on curricular development over the summer, please
let your dean know. You should receive further information from the Provost’s office on this so
keep your eyes peeled and don’t just delete those emails from the Provost, even though you
know they aren’t as entertaining as those from the Faculty Senate Chair.

2. I know there were many questions around VP Penny Schwinn’s presentation to the Board of
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Trustees in March about a recommendation to move PK Yonge to selective admissions at the
high school level. I have been contacted by countless parents, teachers, students,
grandparents, aunts and uncles, and College of Education professors about what that might
mean. Both Board Chair Mori Hosseini and President Sasse affirmed that they are continuing
to collect further information and have made no decisions at this time. I was also assured that
if any such decision is made, it will also roll in gradually to give people time to make suitable
arrangements. I hope the PK Lifers feel some relief and I know we all look forward to watching
PK continue to climb.

3. Parking restrictions are lifted across campus for 9-month faculty who still need to be on
campus finishing up spring semester activities. TAPS has agreed to lift the restrictions until
summer session begins, Monday, May 13th, so there’s no excuse not to get those grades in on
time.

4. The Advisory Council of Faculty Senates met to discuss high-level goals for the SUS/BOG
strategic plan. If you have any questions or have a burning desire to draft strategic plan ideas,
please contact Amanda Phalin at Amanda.phalin@warrington.ufl.edu. The next BOG meeting
is in Orlando on June 27th and 28th.

5. You might have noticed that FIRE (the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression)
published its 2024 College Free Speech Rankings, ranking UF 239th out of 248. The results are
available here. President Sasse and Provost Angle both strongly affirmed their support of free
speech in their Senate reports. Given that the highest score was a mediocre 78, this is an issue
that should concern all faculty.

6. May 31st should see a number of reports being submitted.  The generative AI committee is to
submit a report with recommended policies on the use of AI. Faculty councils in many colleges
are to submit reports to the Senate on the state of shared governance in their units pursuant to
the Senate Shared Governance resolution available here. And the Senate working group on
improving procedures for cross-unit collaboration and interdisciplinarity will be submitting a
report as well. If you are avidly awaiting any of these reports, please be sure to check back on
the Senate website in a few weeks. I also submitted proposals to the President’s Office for
some pop-up faculty spaces around campus, as well as a recommendation to develop 5 or 6
conveniently located testing centers.

7. Associate Provost Hass presented to the Senate the recipients of a number of faculty awards
at the senate meeting. You can view those at 1:53:30 on the webcast. Congratulations to
those faculty. I would also urge eligible faculty to explore the Faculty Enhancement
Opportunities and other internal awards here. The provost’s office administers a whole host of
awards, as well as leadership opportunities for faculty interested in moving into administration
which you can find more about here.

8. Congratulations to former Provost Joe Glover who has accepted the position of Provost at the
University of Arizona. Congratulations to past-chair Amanda Phalin for being elected chair of
the Advisory Council of Faculty Senates which entitles her to serve on the Board of Governors
until June 1,  2025. Congratulations to Dr. Amelia Dempere of the Wertheim College of
Engineering who was elected to serve as Chair-Elect beginning June 1, 2024. She will be the
chair of the Faculty Senate for the 2025-2026 academic year. Congratulations to Chair-Elect
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Sarah Lynne who will step into the Chair position on June 1 .  Congratulations to the 10,000+
graduates at this spring’s commencement ceremonies. Congratulations to all of you for
successfully changing the lives of our students for another year.  Congratulations to President
Sasse for surviving all of my pestering this year. Congratulations to the Board of Trustees for
caring deeply about the University of Florida and for getting us the largest state appropriations
ever.

 
Thank you again for the privilege of serving as your Senate Chair. You are the change-makers and the
inspiration for our students. Please have a fantastic summer and take advantage of the easy parking
at all the restaurants in town. Safe travels if you are exploring over the summer, and we will see most
of you back for fall classes on August 22nd.
 
Danaya
 
Danaya C. Wright
T. Terrell Sessums and Gerald Sohn Professor in Constitutional Law,
Director of the Center for Governmental Responsibility,
Chair, UF Faculty Senate
University of Florida, Levin College of Law
P.O. Box 117625
Gainesville, FL  32611
wrightdc@law.ufl.edu
352-273-0946
She/her
https://ufl.zoom.us/j/4521739206 
 
 
Public Comment
As members of Faculty for Justice in Palestine, we are deeply concerned about the way
student protestors demonstrating for UF disclosure and divestment from genocide have
been treated on the Plaza of the Americas over the past week. We’ve spent time with the
students and have observed an overwhelmingly peaceful demonstration: the students
occupying the space on Plaza have been sitting on blankets, studying for finals, facilitating
prayer, having community dinners, and holding conversations to educate people on the
ongoing genocide in Gaza. Their demonstration has been met with changing and
increasingly restrictive expectations for behavior from UF administration, UFPD, and
external law enforcement, which have become so limiting that sitting on a tailgate chair was
considered “building a structure” and led to the arrests of nine people. As faculty, we can all
agree that their actions are usually encouraged on the Plaza of the Americas; these
interpretations of UF regulation are stretched to the breaking point in order to manufacture
reasons to end the protest. While protesting students are threatened with trespassing for
carrying water bottles and are constantly monitored to ensure nobody is sleeping, others
have carried on with setting up hammocks as usual. The enforcement of supposed
regulation is targeted to suppress student right to speech and assembly. The faculty need
to stand up for students’ freedom of speech. 
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As members of Faculty for Justice in Palestine - University of Florida (UF FJP), we have
written a statement of solidarity with the student protestors, which you can read online:
bit.ly/uffjpstatement 
 

Marilyn Wende, Department of Health Education & Behavior

Michelle Nolan, Marston Science Library
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