RESEARCH & SCHOLARSHIP COUNCIL Minutes
Wednesday, December 3, 2025

2:00 p.m.
Via Zoom:

https://ufl.zoom.us/j/94115421666?pwd=RKDIZ0HcwfogBgLUMogF6NDzDZx3Pk.1

Meeting ID: 941 1542 1666 Passcode: 962355 Dial in: +1 305 224 1968

Present: Hannah Vander Zanden, Samesha Barnes Ivey, Laurie Bialosky, Jason Harrington,
Valrie Minson, Natalia Padillo-Anthemides, Czerne Reid, Ruth Steiner, and Asoo Vakharia.

Call to Order — Hannah Vander Zanden, Chair, Research & Scholarship Council
The meeting was called to order at 2:02 pm by Research & Scholarship Council Chair
Hannah Vander Zanden.

Approval of November 18, 2025 Minutes
The minutes were approved unanimously with no revisions.

Council Chair’s Report / Faculty Senate Steering Committee Update

University-wide & Faculty Senate Committee/Council/Boards Self-Nomination/
Nomination period is open.
e Current membership terms are available in the council roster
e View the nomination form, open seats, and other details @
https://fora.aa.ufl.edu/provost/Committees/Committee-Nominations

e University-wide Committees and Councils Virtual Open House
e Friday, January 23, 2026, 10:00 — 11:00 am
e https://ufl.zoom.us/j/91074201922?pwd=D4aks3E3g5833MP3s0PMvg58AvsYX
0.1
= Meeting ID: 910 7420 1922
= Meeting Passcode: 632646
= Dial In: +1 305 22 41968

November 20 Faculty Senate Meeting

The council discussed Interim President Landry’s proposal to the Faculty Senate
regarding institutional neutrality. Many council members were unclear about the
meaning and intent behind this proposal and believed that further clarity would
inform a decision; however, the initial responses expressed hesitancy to accept the
proposal, especially given the top-down approach. Laurie Bialosky will share the
council’s feedback with Faculty Senate Chair Dempere before she meets with
Interim President Landry.
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VI.

There was also a discussion of challenges faced in meeting the new web content
accessibility requirements. Some challenges may be more universal frustrations,
e.g., adding headings to syllabi, while others present more specific challenges to
adhere to the guidance in fields such as mathematics, physics, and music, which
frequently use special characters and symbols. Council Chair Vander Zanden
encouraged council members to ask specific questions to contacts associated with
Title Il Accessibility topic as well as share the department’s general challenges at the
upcoming Faculty Senate meeting on Tuesday.

Old Business: Graduate Student Summer Employment, Registration Follow Up

The council revisited the topic from the previous meeting to discuss implications
from the data and policies that were explored. It was suggested that perhaps the
summer credit requirements could be reduced for graduate students, as much of
their summer enrollment consists of research hours rather than academic courses;
and graduate mentors on nine-month appointments are not always available to
provide guidance; however, this would result in a reduction of tuition income for the
university. The council would also like to understand how tuition waivers work for
teaching assistants versus research assistants. One concern regarding research
assistantships supported by grants, is that approximately half of the summer
support is allocated to paying for tuition that does not directly benefit the student’s
education, particularly in departments with nine-month appointments. Instead,
these funds could be spent on increasing a graduate student’s FTE, allowing them to
earn more. International students may have different requirements. At the next
meeting, we’ll hear more about faculty effort reporting for grants and teaching. One
of the council members offered to share the summer teaching arrangement in their
department for nine-month faculty.

New Business / Council Member Open Floor
There was no new business.

Administrative Liaison Updates
Office of the Provost / Institutional Planning and Research — No report

University Libraries (Valrie Minson) - The Academic Research and Consulting Services
(ARCS) team is working with UFIT, Research Computing, and the Office of Research
to develop a centralized data services page. Coordinating this effort is taking quite a



bit of time, but Valrie will eventually present this work to the council. The libraries
are partnering with several academic units to submit a few Al-focused Research
Opportunity Seed Fund (ROSF) proposals in addition to a ROSF proposal for a
centralized data repository that would be available for larger datasets.

In relation to an update from a past meeting, it was asked why the UF Institutional
Repository (IR) doesn’t meet the standards for making publications publicly available
for funded research. Valrie Minson shared that many datasets have specific
metadata requirements. UF currently has ~500 datasets in the IR, which are difficult
to locate. The UF IR may be suitable for small datasets; however, it is not equipped
to provide the necessary services that would make larger datasets accessible for
reusability, rather than simply storing them, which is expensive. Valrie also stated
that datasets need a review process. Consideration is being given to developing a UF
“dataverse” similar to the Harvard Dataverse repository, but budget cuts may limit
that effort.

Graduate School — No report
Office of Research — No report

VIl. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 2:56 pm.

Minutes submitted by Research & Scholarship Council Contributing (ULC) Chair member
Samesha Barnes lvey.



