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Members Present: Lauren Adkins, Fatima Akinola, Vandana Baweja (Chair), David 

Blackburn, Lynne Clark, Sara Moscovita Falzarano, Stephanie Leon, 
Christine Myers (Vice Chair), Jane O’Connell, Anand Paul, Judith 
Russell, Simranpreet Sidhu, Elizabeth Stokes 

         
Also Present: Hallie Mills (taking the minutes) 
 
Members Absent: Emma Carter, Jennifer Rea, Morgan Rich 
 
The meeting commenced at 12:55pm. 
 
Minutes Approval (March) 

 The minutes for March were approved. 
 
Research & Scholarship/Infrastructure Council Meetings Update 

 There were no updates from the Infrastructure Council relevant to the ULC. 
 At the Research & Scholarship Council, Cassandra Farley, Director of Research 

Integrity, Security, and Compliance (RISC), Office of Research, presented on UF 
Regulation 1.0101 Research Integrity. The presentation covered three kinds of 
research misconduct: fabrication, falsification, and plagiarism. 

 
Dean’s Report – Judith Russell 

 Smathers Library recently hosted the Florida House Board of Trustees, who were 
interested in our special collections and had requested a visit to the library among 
the other facilities they toured on campus. They had lunch at Smathers Library and 
spent about an hour in Special and Area Studies Collections. UF and other 
universities in the state of Florida support the Florida House in Washington, DC. The 
visit was an interesting opportunity to learn more about the Florida House and form 
a connection between with them and the Smathers Libraries. The Florida House has 
an exhibit area on the second floor of their building, so they have asked the Libraries 
to try to provide an exhibit from our collections to be there next year. 

 The Smathers Libraries met with the incoming Student Government leaders to 
discuss the future of funding for 24/7 in Marston Science Library. The incoming 
leaders are just beginning to get an understanding of what their budget will be and 
how it will work as they plan for the fall, but they have been advised that the 
Libraries do not expect to receive funding for overnight hours. 

 
Law Library Update – Jane O'Connell 

 They have gone into 24/7 swipe access for the finals period. 
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 They are finishing up some of the preparatory work for the major shift that they will 
do over the summer, which will involve rearranging a lot of their print collection and 
deaccessioning out-of-date materials. 

 They are redoing a lot of their first-year curriculum based on some of the new AI 
tools that have come out from legal database vendors, and they are preparing to 
teach it to their students in the fall. 

 
Chair/Vice Chair Election 

 Sara Moscovita Falzarano volunteered to be Chair, and Lynne Clark volunteered to 
be Vice Chair. Both were accepted unanimously by the ULC members. 

 Dean Russell thanked members whose terms are ending. The past Library Faculty 
Assembly (LFA) Chair Lauren Adkins will return next year as the representative of 
the LFA. 

 
Additional Topics 

 No additional topics were shared. 
 

Wrap-up/Topics for Fall 2024 
 Dean Russell encouraged members to suggest topics from the Libraries that they 

would like to learn more about or presentations they would like to see from library 
faculty or staff. 

 There will likely be an update on the Libraries’ budget at the next meeting. 
 A ULC member suggested that it would be interesting to learn about digitization 

services and how the Libraries work with other units. 
 We will plan an in-person tour or tours of the Libraries, possibly including the 

Libraries’ offsite locations, for ULC members in the fall. We may schedule 2 
different times to accommodate more schedules, and we can look at holding them 
in the evenings to accommodate teaching schedules. 

 The Smathers Libraries are having conversations with the rest of the State University 
System about expanding shared storage, which may come up as a topic in the fall. 

 A ULC member asked how the Smathers Libraries decide new areas in which to hire 
librarians. Dean Russell agreed that it would be a good topic to share the history of 
how the Libraries have evaluated the need for certain positions. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 1:46pm. 


