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General Education Committee April 4, 2025 
The GEC met from 9:00am to 10:24am in 226,Tigert Hall and via Zoom. 

Attendees 

Members 
Toby Shorey (Chair); Angela Bacsik; Eleni Bozia; Emily Butler; Danny Coenen; Elayne Colon; 
Marshall Haning; Steven Harris; John Maze; Dennis McCarty; Heather Ray; Alison Reynolds; 
Brenda Smith; Melanie Veige 

Liaisons 
Ashley Garrett; Jeanna Mastrodecasa; Cheryl Gater; Lynn O’Sickey;  

Guests 
Nigel Richardson  

Welcome | Dr. Toby Shorey 

Approval of minutes of the March meeting.  

Updates 

• 2026 General Education Review Updates 
o The GE Review was sent out to the Associate Deans requesting the Chairs 

information.  
o The survey is an easier process to upload syllabuses on the webpage. 

• Summer 2025 State Core General Education Syllabuses - Reminder. 
o 1 month to collect all the syllabuses.  
o Course Title and Description must match. 

 
• IDS 2935 for Gen Ed is gone. Quest can still use IDS. 

• UF Assessment in Higher Education: Translating Assessment to Success Conference 
o April 14-16, 2025 | Gainesville, Florida - Register Now! 
o The Journal will come out shortly after the conference. 

• Discussion: Writing Requirement Rubric - Pass Fail & Letter Grades. 
o A rubric for grading is for student’s vs a pass/fail, and does it need to be 

included ? Why is writing the only subject that requires a rubric. 
 Base requirement from instructors  

o Gen Ed. Cmte. Requirements have at least points equivalent to the percentage.  

https://fora.aa.ufl.edu/docs/18/2025-04April/03-07-2025%20Draft%20Minutes.pdf
https://assessment.aa.ufl.edu/conferences/2025-assessment-in-higher-education-conference-/registration/#d.en.1325345
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 Add to syllabus template: 93% is an A or given points 
 Grade 
 A 

 Percentage 
 92% 

 Points 
 92 

 
o All Syllabus and Grades are required in Canvas 
o Quest Template Status 
o Is there a policy to prevent point grabbing 

 Ease language but still hard deadline before Reading Days or the Friday of 
Reading Days to Review your Exam  

o University Policy could be clarified  
 A reminder piece to students that disputes having to do with error in 

grading will be accepted  
• This would be proposed to Chris then to the APC.  

• Discussion: Possible June Meeting or Potential for Ad hoc Summer Meeting. 
o We are trying to clear out the Quest and all other request for the end of the 

academic year, and we may have a meeting on June 6 via Online only, if a 
meeting is still needed. 
 

• Legislation 
o Senate Bill 1726 (SB 1726) – syllabuses must be posted 45 days in advance for 

ALL courses. 
 

• Co-Chair – vowing next month for the upcoming academic year FY25/26 
o Vote is only for Faculty Senate members 
o Accepting nominations 

 
• ORI 2000 – GE C 

o C – communication  
o C can be without words or C credit but without writing 
o It was discontinued in 2013/2014 
o Dial Center & Arts  
o Will not count as 2,400 words 
o Speeches/oral counts as 6,000 words 
o Taskforce is being requested 
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Courses 
1. Proposed new undergraduate courses. 

Title Submitter 
ARH 1XXX - Art Crime - Approved                         Stanfield-Mazzi, Maya (mstanfield@ufl.edu) 
ART 1XXX - Art and Global Citizen (Quest 1 Perm)   - 
Approved  Taylor, Bethany (bwarp@ufl.edu) 

AST2XXX: The Art and Science of Astrophotography  - 
Approved  Lada, Elizabeth (elada@ufl.edu) 

BSC2XXX: Is Animal Migration Disappearing? – 
Approved  Vander Zanden, Hannah (hvz@ufl.edu) 

DIG 1XXX - A Life Well-Played (Q1 Perm) – Approved  O'Connor, Eamon (e.oconnor@ufl.edu) 
DIG 1XXX - AI and Art/Science/Fiction (Q1 Perm) – 
Approved 

 Winger-Bearskin, Amelia 
(Amelia@digitalworlds.ufl.edu) 

ENC 1XXX - Rhetoric of AI – Approved  Miller, Zea (zea.miller@ufl.edu) 
GEO3334 add writing requirement – Approved  Mullens,Esther (emullens@ufl.edu) 
GLY2XXX: Hazards and Humans – Approved  Marshall, Anita (anita.marshall@ufl.edu) 
GRA 1XXX - Design and Identity in Everyday Life 
(Quest1 Perm)  - Approved Griffin, Dori (dgriffin@arts.ufl.edu) 

IDS1XXX: Messages, Media, Social Self – Approved  Best, Todd (tabest@ufl.edu) 
IDS2XXX: Authentic Leadership: how to lead without 
selling your soul  - Conditionally Approved  Anantharam, Anita (aanita@ufl.edu) 

ISS 1XXX:  The Search for Meaning in a Secular Age (Q1 
Perm.) – Conditionally Approved  Henry,Madison (madison.henry@ufl.edu) 

ISS 1XXX: Just War (Q1 Perm.) – Conditionally 
Approved  Henry,Madison (madison.henry@ufl.edu) 

Landscape Architecture Internship - Quest 3 – 
Approved  Manley,Daniel (dpmanley@ufl.edu) 

MUS 1XXX - Artistic Revelation – Approved  Colleen Beucher (cbeucher@ufl.edu) 
MUS 1XXX - Music and Social Engagement with the 
Environment (Q1 Perm)   - Approved  Dallman, Laura (ldallman.rorick@ufl.edu) 

MUS 1XXX - Music: The Ultimate Time Capsule (Quest 1 
Perm) – Conditionally Approved  Lu, Tiffany (lu.tiffany@ufl.edu) 

MUS 1XXX - Social Impact of Music Entrepreneurs 
(Quest 1 Perm) – Approved  Valentino Ruiz, José (jruiz@arts.ufl.edu) 

Quest 3 Request for Existing Course – Approved  Vetere,Timothy (timothy.vetere@coe.ufl.edu) 
Quest Designation for EEC 4945: Internship in Early 
Childhood – Approved  Mathien,Tara (tmathien@coe.ufl.edu) 

SPN2XXX: Fiction vs. Reality – Approved  Sajid López Méndez, 
Antonio  (antoniosajid@ufl.edu)  

WOH 1XXX: Pirates and Power: A Global History (Q1 
Perm.) – Approved  Matytsin, Anton (matytsina@ufl.edu) 

   
2. Proposed changes to  undergraduate courses. 

• None 

  

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20401
http://mstanfield@ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20438
http://bwarp@ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20264
http://elada@ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20383
http://hvz@ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20400
mailto:e.oconnor@ufl.edu
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20399
http://Amelia@digitalworlds.ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20373
http://zea.miller@ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/19589
http://emullens@ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20357
http://anita.marshall@ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20439
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20439
mailto:dgriffin@arts.ufl.edu
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20423
http://tabest@ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20265
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20265
mailto:aanita@ufl.edu
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20308
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20308
http://madison.henry@ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20356
http://madison.henry@ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/21293
http://dpmanley@ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20402
http://jenswatts@ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20389
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20389
http://ldallman.rorick@ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20446
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20446
http://lu.tiffany@ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20449
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20449
http://jruiz@arts.ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20996
http://timothy.vetere@coe.ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/21012
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/21012
http://tmathien@coe.ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20320
http://antoniosajid@ufl.edu/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20470
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20470
mailto:matytsina@ufl.edu


 

4 | P a g e  
 

Subcommittee Updates 
Assessment – UF Quest Data 

• For the Assessment subcommittee, we are working with UF IT to set up an easy way 
to collect the data for both mathematics and composition by analyzing with the most 
frequent Gen Ed courses taken. The faculty in the departments will select those 
specific assignments that align with the student learning outcomes. We have had 
initial meetings with the departments and the subcommittee and are continuing in 
the process to make it happen for Fall 2025. 

Audit 

• Checklist and syllabus template are being worked on. 
• Course Syllabus Template  

o AMH 1010 
o AMH 2020 

• The list of changes will be at the APC next month 
 

Libraries 
• The Library Subcommittee has met and is working on adding relevant subject 

specialists to the Fall 2025 Quest courses which should be completed by the May 
meeting. 
 

Public Speaking/Oral Communication 
• No Updates 

 
Review 

• No Updates. 
 

Writing Requirement 
• No Updates. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:24 a.m. 
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ADDENDUM 
Compiled Before the Meeting 

General Education Committee  
Program and Course Recommendations 

General Education Committee Review 
April 4, 2025 

 

Approve Conditionally Approve  Recycle 
ARH 1XXX - Art Crime 

(Q1 Perm)   
MUS 1XXX - Music: The 

Ultimate Time Capsule (Quest 
1 Perm) 

 

ART 1XXX - Art and 
Global Citizen (Quest 1 

Perm)    

IDS2XXX: Authentic 
Leadership: how to lead 
without selling your soul 

 

DIG 1XXX - A Life 
Well-Played (Q1 Perm)   

ISS 1XXX:  The Search for 
Meaning in a Secular Age (Q1 

Perm.) 

 

DIG 1XXX - AI and 
Art/Science/Fiction (Q1 

Perm)   

ISS 1XXX: Just War (Q1 
Perm.) 

 

GRA 1XXX - Design and 
Identity in Everyday Life 

(Quest1 Perm) 

  

MUS 1XXX - Artistic 
Revelation 

  

MUS 1XXX - Music and 
Social Engagement with 

the Environment (Q1 
Perm) 

  

MUS 1XXX - Social 
Impact of Music 

Entrepreneurs (Quest 1 
Perm)   

  

AST2XXX: The Art and 
Science of 

Astrophotography 

  

AST2XXX: The Art and 
Science of 

Astrophotography 

  

ENC 1XXX - Rhetoric of 
AI  
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GEO3334 add writing 
requirement 

  

GLY2XXX: Hazards and 
Humans  

  

IDS1XXX: Messages, 
Media, Social Self  

  

SPN2XXX: Fiction vs. 
Reality 

  

WOH 1XXX: Pirates and 
Power: A Global History 

(Q1 Perm.) 

  

Quest 3 Request for 
Existing Course 

  

Quest Designation for 
EEC 4945: Internship in 

Early Childhood  

  

Landscape Architecture 
Internship - Quest 3   

  

 

 

ARH 1XXX - Art Crime (Q1 Perm)         [A]                       

Stanfield-Mazzi, Maya (mstanfield@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20401 

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.  

 

Comments: 

Action: All items have been updated via a new syllabus, which can be found in the approval request. 

• Please make sure that the BOG approved course description is on this syllabus. See Below. 
o This course examines art and cultural property crime, exploring issues of theft, forgery, 

ownership, and the protection of cultural heritage. Students will investigate the global 
impact of art crime, its historical evolution, and strategies for addressing threats to 
cultural heritage from multidisciplinary perspectives. Includes works from the Western 
canon and other cultural traditions. 

• Please add page lengths/reading times for news/trade publications. 
• Please add update the language or add a link to the General Education Objectives, the current 

information is out of date. Additionally, please update  the “This course accomplishes the Quest 
and General Education objective…” hyperlinks throughout the syllabus utilizing the following 
links:   

o Quest: https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-programs/general-education/#ufquesttext  
o General Education: https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-

program/subject-area-objectives/  

mailto:mstanfield@ufl.edu
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20401
https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-programs/general-education/#ufquesttext
https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
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Discussion: 

• In regard to the writing rubric, there was some confusion about how points would be assigned. 
Could you please clarify how the rubric translates into percentage points for grading. The writing 
rubric that is included was provided from the Quest program, and is an overall rubric to which all 
writing assignments are keyed. But each assignment for this class, since they are varied in nature, 
has its own rubric broken down into points. Each rubric is available on Canvas for the students in 
advance. But for further clarity, in the syllabus under Description of Graded Work, I have added 
in parentheses a summary of the points breakdown in each rubric.  

• If possible, could you please clarify point totals/percentages for the different forms of graded 
work described on the syllabus (aside from the Participation assignment). See above. 

• Could you please clarify which readings would be considered as selections from the Western 
Canon. Readings presenting or discussing the Western artistic canon and the Western 
philosophical and legal traditions include: Charney, Warren, Razzall, Diaz-Andreu, Kotrosits, 
Pullella, Siegal, Hackforth-Jones and Aldrich, Michael Jones (various chapters), Watson and 
Todeschini. 

  

  

ART 1XXX - Art and Global Citizen (Quest 1 Perm)        [A]   

Taylor, Bethany (bwarp@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20438 

 

Quest Only. Was not certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.  

 

Comments: 

Action: 

• ***As this course was not approved on the 2025-2026 AY General Education List of Courses, 
the GEC is wondering if the faculty member/the college of this course is attempting to regain its 
GE status. If this is the case, please let us know, and we can discuss further steps on how to 
proceed with this process. However, if this is not the case and the GE designation has been left on 
the syllabus and form due to the request being submitted at an early date, we do request that you 
remove all General Education references from your syllabus. We are not seeking GE status for 
this course. GE information has been removed from the syllabus. 

• If your course is attempting to gain back their GE status, please include a link to the General 
Education Objectives. 

o General Education: https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-
program/subject-area-objectives/  We are not seeking GE status for this course. 

• Could you please indicate how the Weekly Reflective Response Blog Entries, Presentation, 
Idea/Drawing Book, and Attendance assignments will be graded. I have indicated on syllabus 
how each of the assignments - Weekly Reflective Response Blog Entries, Presentation, 
Idea/Drawing Book, Essay, and Socially Engaged Art Project will be graded. (syllabus pages 5-7) 

Discussion: 

mailto:bwarp@ufl.edu
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20438
https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
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• If possible, could you please clarify point totals/percentages for the different forms of graded 
work described on the syllabus (aside from the Participation assignment). As mentioned above, I 
tried to further clarify point totals/percentages for the different forms of graded course work. 

• It is recommended to include a policy on the use of generative AI to assist with the writing 
assignments in this course. I have also added a policy on the use of generative AI to assist with 
the writing assignments and projects in this course. (page 7 of revised syllabus). 

  

  

DIG 1XXX - A Life Well-Played (Q1 Perm)        [A]        

O'Connor, Eamon (e.oconnor@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20400 

 

Quest Only. Was not certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.  

 

Comments: 

Action: 

• ***As this course was not approved on the 2025-2026 AY General Education List of Courses, 
the GEC is wondering if the faculty member/the college of this course is attempting to regain its 
GE status. If this is the case, please let us know, and we can discuss further steps on how to 
proceed with this process. However, if this is not the case and the GE designation has been left on 
the syllabus and form due to the request being submitted at an early date, we do request that you 
remove all General Education references from your syllabus. We are not seeking GE status for 
this course at this time. GE references have been removed from the syllabus. 

• Due dates for the presentation assignment and essay assignments are missing. Could you please 
add these to the syllabus.  

o The Experiential Learning Component do not appear to meet the UF Quest non-
negotiable requirements. The Experiential Learning and Self-Reflection assignments are 
very similar and need differentiation. I have cc'd the Quest Faculty Leadership above in 
case you would like to discuss options for these areas that better align with these 
requirements.  

Response: 
o Added essay assignment in the Annotated Weekly Schedule in Column 4 

“Readings and Assignments” 
o Added instructions for when presentations are scheduled. Clarification: The 

presentation assignment is a group activity, where each group presents only once 
in the semester. The groups are randomly assigned a presentation due date, with 
one group presenting every week (on the second class day). To accommodate 
your request, I have included instructions on how the presentation due date is 
structured in Section III: Annotated Weekly Schedule 

• There are 3 essay assignments totaling 4000 words, but there is no breakdown of the word count 
of each essay. Additionally, the due dates for the essays are not provided. Please add these to the 

mailto:e.oconnor@ufl.edu
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20400
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syllabus. Response: Added in Section 2: Graded Work paragraph 4. Due Dates added to 
annotated weekly schedule. 

• Please add a Writing Style Guide to the syllabus. Response: Added on Page 4 below the writing 
rubric. 

• Could you please clarify the follow concerns on your syllabus:  
o The provided writing rubric does not describe how points are earned for the essay 

assignments. There are 3 assigned essays collectively totaling 4000 words and 500 points, 
but the syllabus does not break down how these words and points are spread across the 
three essays. How is the group presentation assignment graded? Response: Added in 
paragraph 4 under section II: Graded Work. Details the word count and associated points. 
Also added to the Grading Criteria section. 

Discussion: 

• If you have specific weeks or days in which the "Reading Responses" are described, please add 
them to the annotated schedule. Response: Added  

• It is recommended to include page numbers for all pdf documents assigned as readings. 
• It is recommended to include a policy on the use of generative AI tools to assist with the essays. 

Response: Policy added on Page 11 
  

  

  

DIG 1XXX - AI and Art/Science/Fiction (Q1 Perm)       [A]           

Winger-Bearskin, Amelia (Amelia@digitalworlds.ufl.edu ) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20399 

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.  

 

Comments 

Action: 

• Please make sure that the BOG approved course description is on this syllabus. See Below. 
o "Artificial Intelligence: What is it? For what is it used? What is at stake? How can 

investigating AI from the perspectives of Art, Science, and Fiction help to uncover the 
history, present, future, and implications of AI? Each week we will explore AI core 
concepts from three perspectives: Art, Science, and Fiction. By the end of this course, 
you will be able to separate the facts from the hype and learn how to leverage fiction to 
prototype the future. This class is open to any student regardless of technical or creative 
background. It has an interdisciplinary approach to the history and practice of AI, through 
an integrated humanities perspective. We look at prose, poetry, fine art, film, music, 
society, law, policy, and creative coding arts from the western canon and beyond to 
understand the impact and innovation in the diverse fields of Artificial Intelligence. We 

mailto:Amelia@digitalworlds.ufl.edu
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20399
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will go over key concepts in AI and creative applications of Machine Learning 
Technologies." Response: Added the above to the syllabus 

• I have cc'd the Quest Faculty Leadership above in case you would like to discuss options, for the 
below areas, that better align with the UF Quest program requirements. 

o Self-reflection and Experiential Learning lean heavily on coding and software 
development, how does this tie to the humanities content mentioned in the course 
description? 

o The experiential learning component seems to be based upon the innovative nature of the 
textbook and its use of software. There will be active learning in a student’s engagement 
with the material. Self-reflection, as described, would appear to be active participation in 
discussion. Perhaps the instructor could provide an explanation? 

Explanation: 
o This class explores "The Examined Life" through the humanities, delving deeply 

into Artificial Intelligence (AI) via the intertwined lenses of Art, Science, and 
Fiction. Each session navigates significant milestones in AI history, spanning 
from 1300 BC to the present day, using a triadic approach: Science (technical 
function and mechanisms), Art (artistic implementation and creative exploration), 
and Fiction (narratives, screenplays, and speculative stories illustrating AI's 
societal integration). 

o Experiential Learning Activity: This activity spans four consecutive weeks and is 
conducted entirely within class hours to enhance student engagement, 
collaboration, and experiential learning. 

• Week 1: The activity begins with students collaboratively researching, in 
real time and supervised by professors and TAs, existing AI tools 
categorized into Audio, Visual, Interactive, and Written types. Using an 
interactive Miro board, students collectively curate a comprehensive list 
exceeding 200 distinct AI tools. This exercise emphasizes collaborative 
research skills, critical analysis, and categorization, setting a robust 
foundation for future exploration. 

• Week 2: Students divide into five groups and physically explore the UF 
campus and its libraries. Each student selects five items (e.g., a DJ sound 
system, a jet ski game controller, a teddy bear)  that they would 
hypothetically bring to a remote island for a month-long stay, specifically 
for entertainment, meaning-making, and comfort beyond basic survival 
necessities. Students record short videos at chosen campus locations, 
creatively introducing their selected items and articulating their reasoning, 
laying the groundwork for a unique narrative and thematic game motif 
reflecting personal identity and collaborative dynamics. 

• Week 3: Back in class, student groups present their videos, allowing 
members to reassess their groupings and strategically trade individuals 
based on the compatibility and complementarity of their selected 
resources. Groups may merge or split, strategically optimizing their 
resource pools. Newly formed teams then leverage their collective items to 
ideate and conceptualize a game explicitly designed for an isolated island 
environment. This phase fosters creativity, strategic thinking, narrative 
building, and game mechanics conceptualization, emphasizing delight, 
storytelling, wonder, and the purposeful integration of available resources. 
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• Week 4: Teams utilize at least one identified AI tool from Week 1's 
curated list to actualize their game concept during class. Each group 
finalizes its game concept and presents its creative outcomes to the class 
via a collaborative Google Slide deck. Class members provide 
constructive feedback, promoting critical reflection, peer learning, and 
iterative development processes. 

• Purpose of This Exercise: This experiential learning activity aims to 
cultivate a nuanced understanding of game design, collaborative problem-
solving, and AI's practical applications in creative and humanities 
contexts. By engaging students actively through resource selection, team 
collaboration, dynamic problem-solving, and innovative game ideation, 
the exercise reinforces concepts central to effective experiential learning: 
concrete experience, reflective observation, abstract conceptualization, 
and active experimentation (Kolb's Experiential Learning Model). 
Additionally, it offers a practical framework for students to experience 
firsthand the essential elements of successful game design and 
development: narrative construction, interactive storytelling, user 
experience, technology integration, and iterative design processes. 

• Reflection: Students reflect deeply on their experiential learning journey 
for their final homework assignment. They produce creative responses—a 
video, animation, drawing, comic strip, or musical score—that encapsulate 
their emotional and intellectual experiences during the collaborative game 
design. They also contemplate the broader implications of their "college 
moment," highlighting insights gained from exploring entertainment 
technology and the art of game design and contemplating AI's evolving 
impact within the humanities. This reflective component ensures deeper 
assimilation of experiential knowledge and personal growth and reinforces 
understanding of collaborative creativity in technologically changing 
contexts. 

• Please add a writing manual to this syllabus. Added on page 4 
Discussion: 

• The syllabus requests 2000 WR. The components of the homework assignments and research 
essay include images and video presentation. Will there be feedback on the homework 
assignments of 250 words? The research essay is 1200 words with images and presentations. The 
rubrics and writing requirement information are included. Please provide clarification about how 
the WR is being met. Response: There are (4) 250-word homework assignments, totaling 1,000 
words. There is a 1200 word research essay. These projects total 2,200 words, meeting the 2,000 
word writing requirement. Feedback is provided to students in all assignments. All of the 
assignments utilize the writing assessment rubric. 

• The textbook seems to be outdated. Is this still the one that the instructor wishes to use? New 
version updated. 

  

  

  

GRA 1XXX - Design and Identity in Everyday Life (Quest1 Perm)    [A]                    
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Griffin, Dori (dgriffin@arts.ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20439 

 

Quest Only. Was not certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.   

 

Comments: 

Action: All items have been addressed via an updated syllabus, which can be found on the approval 
request. 

• While the annotated weekly schedule does include weekly assignments, the due dates for these 
assignments are missing. Could you please add these to the syllabus. 

• Please update the university honesty policy. In particular, the phrase “Furthermore, you are 
obligated…” must be removed. The current policy can be found 
here: https://syllabus.ufl.edu/media/syllabusufledu/UF-Syllabus-Policy.pdf   

Discussion: All items have been addressed via an updated syllabus, which can be found on the approval 
request. 

• The Meeting Day/Time is confusing, is this an asynchronous online course or a face-to-face 
course? If there are different sections with different course formats, it is recommended to clarify 
which sections are which so students do not get confused. 

• The review subcommittee has suggested a rephrasing of the following:  “diverse case studies will 
address design from many global traditions, including works traditionally contained in the 
Western canon” 

o Suggestion: “This course will address works traditionally contained in the western canon, 
as well as diverse case studies from many global traditions.” 

• It is recommended to include a policy on the use of generative AI tools to assist in the graded 
course assignments.  

  

  

  

MUS 1XXX - Artistic Revelation          [A]           

Watts, Jens (jenswatts@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20402 

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.  

 

Comments: 

mailto:dgriffin@arts.ufl.edu
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20439
https://syllabus.ufl.edu/media/syllabusufledu/UF-Syllabus-Policy.pdf
mailto:jenswatts@ufl.edu
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20402
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Action: All items have been addressed via an updated syllabus, which can be found on the approval 
request. 

• Please make sure that the BOG approved course description is on this syllabus. See Below. 
o Students in this course will examine texts that composers set to music, identify elements 

in the text that influence the way the words are set to music, explore what the poet and 
composer/songwriter were trying to express, and evaluate whether the musical settings of 
text are successful. The repertoire selected for study in this course is primarily from, but 
not exclusive to, the Western canon. Students will learn how to interpret the meaning of 
both the text and music, what poets and musicians were attempting to convey through 
their art, and what it means for us as the audience of that art. 

• Please update the university honesty policy. In particular, the phrase “Furthermore, you are 
obligated…” must be removed. The current policy can be found 
here: https://syllabus.ufl.edu/media/syllabusufledu/UF-Syllabus-Policy.pdf   

• This course is listed as both H and N, but only lists H on the syllabus. Is this course still 
requesting to have a GE - International designation? The course is both an H and N designation. 
This has been clarified on the syllabus. 

Discussion: All items have been addressed via an updated syllabus, which can be found on the approval 
request. 

• Could you please clarify the following questions regarding the experimental learning section on 
pg.7-8: 

o The assignment states that there will be several guests throughout the semester and to 
write a paper about the experience. It then states that the paper is due within a week of 
the presentation. However, under that there is another statement that says, “Students must 
submit the Experiential Learning essay no later than 5pm Dec. 4.” Is this a different 
paper? Or are they choosing one performance to write about and if they choose one 
earlier in the semester, they just have to submit it sooner?  

• The syllabus provides very detailed assessments for the group project! 
  

  

  

MUS 1XXX - Music and Social Engagement with the Environment (Q1 Perm)   [A]         

Dallman, Laura (ldallman.rorick@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm. 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20389 

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.  

 

Comments: 

Action: 

• Please make sure that the BOG approved course description is on this syllabus. See Below. 

https://syllabus.ufl.edu/media/syllabusufledu/UF-Syllabus-Policy.pdf
mailto:ldallman.rorick@ufl.edu
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20389
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o "This course will address the essential question of “Who are we in relation to the natural 
world?” Sound is integral to the way we as humans engage with the world around us, 
from the sound worlds of animals and plants to those of human creativity and technology. 
In this course, we use music and sound as a way to understand the urgency of current 
issues in environmentalism and ecology. Using listening as an ethical practice, we will 
explore music in classical, popular, and experimental veins. We will hear sounds created 
by both American composers and artists from around the globe, and we will also dig into 
our personal and community soundscapes. Drawing on recent themes in the growing field 
of ecomusicology, we will seek to deepen our understanding of how we relate to the 
environment and become more aware of the central place of sound and the environment 
in our lives." 

• The grading scale provided on page 14 indicates that the grade is based off of a percentage of 
total points. It is recommended that the instructor add the point totals from each assignment 
category to the table of Graded Work provided on page 2 of the syllabus. 

Discussion: 

• Please consider incorporating language into the use of generative AI in support of the writing 
assignments. 

  

  

   

MUS 1XXX - Music: The Ultimate Time Capsule (Quest 1 Perm)     [CA]     

Lu, Tiffany (lu.tiffany@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm. 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20446 

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.  

 

Comments: 

Action: 

• Please make sure that the BOG approved course title and description is on this syllabus. See 
Below. 

o TITLE: Music As a Time Capsule 
o DESCRIPTION: "How does music crystallize moments in our history, memory, and 

collective experience as humans? We all live with an ever-growing personal soundtrack, 
and even decades later, music can bring us back to certain important moments in our 
lives. The same is true of collective memory, when music is the result of, or becomes 
associated with, monumental human movements and events: arts and literature, religion, 
political and societal upheaval. In this class we will use pivotal pieces in Western 
classical music as a lens to examine different angles of our human history. We will 
examine the historical circumstances, politics, religion, and psychology that fomented the 
landscape of music being composed and performed, and how that landscape consequently 

mailto:lu.tiffany@ufl.edu
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20446
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affected our sense of collective culture and identity. We will examine the complicated 
legacy of music as it captures and expresses cultural norms in an ever-changing world. 
As students learn about these factors, they will also examine and reflect upon how this 
knowledge impacts their own understanding and subjective experience. This class aspires 
to help everyone build their own vocabulary to express the fundamental connections 
between music, society, culture, and the human experience. No prior musical experience 
or literacy is required, only a willingness to listen with intention." 

• Please add either the full language for the Quest and GE objectives or provide the following 
URLs:  

o Quest: https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-programs/general-education/#ufquesttext  
o General Education: https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-

program/subject-area-objectives/  
• Please add a participation rubric.  

Discussion: 

• Additional rubrics for the assignments, other than the essay, would be beneficial for the students.  
• Suggestion:  

·        Under “Required Readings and Works”  please add:  "All reading and listing materials are listed in 
the weekly schedule below..” 

  

  

  

MUS 1XXX - Social Impact of Music Entrepreneurs (Quest 1 Perm)    [A]          

Valentino Ruiz, José (jruiz@arts.ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20449 

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.  

 

Comments: 

Action: 

• Please make sure that the BOG approved course title and description is on this syllabus. See 
Below. 

o "This course unveils how music entrepreneurs champion empowering initiatives through 
their lyrics and musical expressions, conveying their perspectives across various 
platforms such as interviews, digital media, and strategic partnerships with non-profit 
organizations. Additionally, they establish music businesses and non-profits that serve as 
beacons of awareness for selected issues. With a focus on developing essential skills for 
navigating the contemporary music industry in the United States and beyond, this course 
equips students with the tools to create a personal enterprise. Through artistic (musical) 
expressions, students will learn how to influence global issues, contributing to the 
ongoing dialogue on the human condition." 

https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-programs/general-education/#ufquesttext
https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
mailto:jruiz@arts.ufl.edu
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20449
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• Please add either the full language for the Quest and GE objectives or provide the following 
URLs:  

o Quest: https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-programs/general-education/#ufquesttext  
o General Education: https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-

program/subject-area-objectives/  
Discussion: 

• Please provide clarification on the following Quest questions. I have cc'd the Quest Faculty 
Leadership above in case you would like to discuss options, for the below areas, that better align 
with the UF Quest program requirements. 

o There is some confusion about the experiential learning and reflection assignment 
descriptions and where they are on the syllabus. 

o Does the reflective essay in week 2 on “the editorial” meet requirements for Quest 
Reflection assignments? It looks like a traditional essay with a question: “what are the 
strategies employed in the film to amply messages and drive social impact. Is it believed 
that reflection would address how the course experience or a specific reflective 
assignment changed the student’s perception or understanding of the topic or themselves 
or something like that (see week 2). The same question applies to the reflective video 
reflection due in week 12:  which has a specific directive , having to read a specific 
editorial students are to record video that “proposes methods for integrating 
entrepreneurship into music education”.  

o I think the two reflective essays are the reflective component and the Entrepreneurial 
Blueprint is the experiential component. The syllabus should clarify that these are in fact 
the reflective and experiential components and how they fulfill expectations for reflection 
and experiential learning. 

Specifically, I have: 

• Replaced the course description with the BOG-approved version. 
• Included a new section titled "Quest 1 and General Education Alignment" to clarify how the 

course meets both the reflection and experiential learning components required by Quest 1. 
• Labeled the relevant assignments in Week 2 and Week 12 as Quest Reflections, and the 

Entrepreneurial Blueprint project as the Quest Experiential Learning Project. 
• Retained the official Quest and Gen Ed URLs for ease of reference, as suggested. 
 

 

 

AST2XXX: The Art and Science of Astrophotography        [A]                    

Lada, Elizabeth (elada@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20264 

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.  

 

Comments: 

https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-programs/general-education/#ufquesttext
https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20264
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Action: 

• Please change the course title on your syllabus to Astrophotography: Art & Science. This is the 
BOG approved title for this course. Title was updated on syllabus - Page 1 

• Please make sure that the BOG approved course description is on this syllabus. See Below. 
Course description updated on syllabus p.2. 

o "Overview of astrophotography. Basic telescope, camera, and image processing 
techniques. Impact of light pollution and artificial satellites on the night sky. 
Technological, environmental, and societal impact of astrophotography. This course 
affords students the ability to critically examine and evaluate the principles of the 
scientific method, model construction, and use the scientific method to explain natural 
experiences and phenomena." 

• Could you please add a section to your syllabus for "Meeting Time:". Even if the classs is not 
currently scheduled, it could read TBD. The first section on syllabus is updated to read Class 
Meeting Time (syllabus page 1)  

• Please add a section for office hours. This is under the Instructor information and 
TA information  (syllabus page 1)  

• Please add a section for TA information, if applicable. This section follows Instructor section on 
page 1 of syllabus  

• Could you please add equivalent percentages to the point values for the rubrics provided. This 
would make it easier for the students to understand how they are being graded. I updated the 
syllabus to include this information - see bottom of page 5 an 7. .   

Discussion: 

• None. 
  

  

BSC2XXX: Is Animal Migration Disappearing?          [A]         

Vander Zanden, Hannah (hvz@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20383 

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.  

 

Comments: 

Action: 

• Please make sure that the BOG approved course description is on this syllabus. See Below. 
o "Animal migration is a fascinating and inspiring natural phenomenon, yet around the 

world, many migrations are in decline, and this rate has accelerated in recent years. 
Therefore, the pressing questions that this course addresses are: “Is animal migration 
disappearing? And “Is this a significant issue?”  We will focus on a diversity of 
organisms that journey by air, land, and water to explore the ecological properties and 
services associated with migrating animals. We will explore the scientific, social, and 

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20383
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political challenges to ensure that these migrations do not go extinct. We will learn about 
the methods used to study migration, cues for migration, variation in migratory life 
histories and their evolution, and assess how humans affect migrating animals. We will 
view this pressing question through a scientific lens and multi-disciplinary inquiry, with 
assignments that employ writing, presentation, data analysis, experiential learning, class 
discussion, and group work. This course affords students the ability to critically examine 
and evaluate the principles of the scientific method, model construction, and use the 
scientific method to explain natural experiences and phenomena." I have added the BOG 
approved course description back on p. 1 and  renamed the short description "Catalog 
Description", as I have seen some others do. 

• Could you please add equivalent percentages to the point values for the rubrics provided. This 
would make it easier for the students to understand how they are being graded. If I am 
understanding the request correctly, I have added percentages after the point values in the rubrics 
on p. 6-8. 

Discussion: 

• I did not see which assignments were completed through BackPack deep dives. Are these the 
reading responses? If so, possible include that in the table of assignments on p.3. The Packback 
interface has two classes of assignments: Questions and Deep Dives. The reading responses are 
completed in Questions, and the writing assignments that count toward the Writing Requirement 
are completed in Deep Dives. In the table of Graded Work on p. 3, I have noted which 
assignments are completed in Packback.  

  

  

  

ENC 1XXX - Rhetoric of AI           [A]          

Miller, Zea (zea.miller@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20373 

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.  

 

Comments: 

Action: 

• Please make sure that the BOG approved course description is on this syllabus. See Below. 
o "For every, “Okay, Google” or “Hey, Siri” to help us with tasks, there is the potential for 

“Help me understand something” and “Help me through something.” Thus, while we 
have the ability to give AI commands, conversational AI has the power to influence, 
persuade, and help us grow, all of which have equally interesting and alarming 
possibilities. In this course, we will examine this while testing our assumptions. By 
relying on multidisciplinary knowledge from anthropology, art, linguistics, philosophy, 
professional writing, psychology, rhetoric, and technical writing -including selections 

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20373
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from the Western canon-  to develop interdisciplinary skills in creative thinking, critical 
thinking, collaboration, presentations, public speaking, and research, our work in AI will 
necessarily bridge the humanities with the technical. To that end, we will begin with the 
history and theories of rhetoric and AI. Then, we will survey the landscape of AI 
developers and developments." Page 3, Right. 

• Please add a meeting time section, even if there is no current scheduled time. Page 3, Left. 
• Please add office hours section. Page 3, Left. 
• Includes a chart for the Humanities outcomes but does not have the H statement from the website. 

Please add either the full language for the GE designation or provide the following 
URL:  https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-
objectives/  Linked, Page 6, Top. 

Discussion: 

• I like the linked table of contents at the beginning since this is a bit of a different format for a 
syllabus. The Details page (pg. 3) is blank though, maybe the info on pg. 4 is supposed to be on 
pg. 3?  

  

  

***GEO3334 add writing requirement         [A]       

Mullens,Esther (emullens@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/19589 

 

Writing Only. Recycled from February 7th Meeting (https://fora.aa.ufl.edu/docs//18///2025-
February//02_07_25%20FINAL%20RD.pdf). 

 

Comments:  

Action: 

• Could you please add equivalent percentages to the point values provided in the syllabus. This 
would make it easier for the students to understand how they are being graded. I do not see in the 
document what you are referring to? All information in the syllabus is percentages of total grade. 
The papers are out of 10 points, with four grading categories. I've used these rubrics for years 
with no problem with interpretation. Moreover, the categories are fairly evenly graded so the 
percentage points available in each are pretty even. 

• Could you please include approximate word count for each paper  because the individual paper 
assignment specify number of pages but not word count, and the writing requirement is calculated 
by word count. Approximate word counts have been added to the syllabus.  

Discussion: 

• The review subcommittee was a bit confused by the wording of the prerequisites: "Basic English 
writing/composition course. Sophomore standing.”  

https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/19589
https://fora.aa.ufl.edu/docs/18/2025-February/02_07_25%20FINAL%20RD.pdf
https://fora.aa.ufl.edu/docs/18/2025-February/02_07_25%20FINAL%20RD.pdf
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o What is basic English writing? Does this mean having taken a college-level composition 
class, e.g., ENC 1101 or 1102 or their equivalent? Sorry, originally it had these courses 
listed, and this is the current pre-requisite, so I removed sophomore standing.  

  

  

  

GLY2XXX: Hazards and Humans         [A]         

Marshall, Anita (anita.marshall@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20357 

 

Quest Only. Was not certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.  

 

Comments:  

Action: 

• ***As this course was not approved on the 2025-2026 AY General Education List of Courses, 
the GEC is wondering if the faculty member/the college of this course is attempting to regain its 
GE status. If this is the case, please let us know, and we can discuss further steps on how to 
proceed with this process. However, if this is not the case and the GE designation has been left on 
the syllabus and form due to the request being submitted at an early date, we do request that you 
remove all General Education references from your syllabus. References to GE removed. 

• This syllabus seems to be missing the experiential and the self-reflection components that would 
make this a Quest course.  

o I have cc'd the Quest Faculty Leadership above in case you would like to discuss options 
for these areas that better align with the UF Quest Program requirements. 

The components are present. Please see the Reflection Essay section, including the rubric, for 
the self-reflection component. The experiential component could be more clearly stated, so I 
have added a statement in the Assignments section that specifically indicates that Breakout 
sessions include experiential learning. 

• Please ensure that the Quest subject area objectives are present on this syllabus, or add the 
following link to your document. Added the link to the SLO section. 

o Quest: https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-programs/general-education/#ufquesttext  
• Could you please add equivalent percentages to the point values provided in the syllabus. This 

would make it easier for the students to understand how they are being graded. I've added 
percentages to each category on those rubrics, but please let me know if this comment is 
referencing something else I may have overlooked.  

Discussion: 

• None. 
  

  

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20357
https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-programs/general-education/#ufquesttext
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IDS1XXX: Messages, Media, Social Self         [A]          

Best, Todd (tabest@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20423 

 

Quest Only. Was not certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.  

 

Comments: 

Action: All items have be addressed via an updated syllabus, which can be found in the approval system.  

• ***As this course was not approved on the 2025-2026 AY General Education List of Courses, 
the GEC is wondering if the faculty member/the college of this course is attempting to regain its 
GE status. If this is the case, please let us know, and we can discuss further steps on how to 
proceed with this process. However, if this is not the case and the GE designation has been left on 
the syllabus and form due to the request being submitted at an early date, we do request that you 
remove all General Education references from your syllabus. 

• Needs writing style guide and rubric. 
Discussion: 

• None. 
  

  

IDS2XXX: Authentic Leadership: how to lead without selling your soul    [CA]    

Anantharam, Anita (aanita@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20265 

 

Will be submitted for review for the 2026-2027 UF General Education List. 

 

Comments: 

Action: 

• Please add either the full language for the GE designation or provide the following 
URL:  https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/    

Discussion: 

• This course seems very close to a humanities – can the description do more to indicate social & 
behavioral science methodologies used? Maybe this could be emphasized in experiential learning 
piece? 

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20423
mailto:aanita@ufl.edu
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20265
https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
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• Is this class asynchronous? If so could something please be included in the weekly schedule about 
watching the lectures? Or that there will be X lectures per week that need to be watched by X 
date? Or how long the lectures are?  

• In regard to the writing rubric, there was confusion about how points would be assigned. Could 
you please clarify how the rubric translates into percentage points for grading. 

  

  

SPN2XXX: Fiction vs. Reality         [A]        

Sajid López Méndez, Antonio  (antoniosajid@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20320 

 

Quest Only. Was not certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.  

 

Comments: 

Action: 

• ***As this course was not approved on the 2025-2026 AY General Education List of Courses, 
the GEC is wondering if the faculty member/the college of this course is attempting to regain its 
GE status or simply remain Quest only. If this is the case, please let us know, and we can discuss 
further steps on how to proceed with this process. Instructor’s response: The course is intended to 
be part of the Quest program only. I am no longer interested in pursuing General Education status 
for it. 

Discussion: 

• Please provide clarification on the following Quest questions. I have cc'd the Quest Faculty 
Leadership above in case you would like to discuss options, for the below areas, that better align 
with the UF Quest program requirements. 

o Is the experiential learning aspect of this course when students present their work outside 
of the classroom at the Institute of Hispanic-Latino Cultures at the end of the term.  

Instructor’s response: No. Students are required to engage in research that involves both 
communication with data-related institutions through the library and the ability to manage and 
interpret both quantitative and qualitative data simultaneously. This research process is the core 
of the experiential learning project. The final presentation at the Institute is not the experiential 
element itself, but rather an opportunity for students to learn how to synthesize their research and 
present it in formats appropriate for forums and professional conferences. 

• Since this course has an essauy assignment, a preferred style guide would be helpful. Instructor’s 
response: Agreed; I will incorporate the attached guide into the syllabus. 

• Before the eportfolio final is due, will any feedback be given in regard to the students abilities? If 
not, it is recommended that the professor give the students some feedback on similar assignments 
before said final. Instructor’s response: All assignments included in the final ePortfolio have 
already been reviewed and revised multiple times throughout the semester. The portfolio is not a 
standalone assignment, but a curated collection of the semester’s work. A portfolio template is 

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20320
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provided early in the term so students can begin assembling and refining each component as 
feedback is given and revisions are completed. 

  

  

WOH 1XXX: Pirates and Power: A Global History (Q1 Perm.)     [A]          

Matytsin, Anton (matytsina@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20470 

 

Quest Only. Was not certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.  

 

Comments: 

Action: 

• ***As this course was not approved on the 2025-2026 AY General Education List of Courses, 
the GEC is wondering if the faculty member/the college of this course is attempting to regain its 
GE status. If this is the case, please let us know, and we can discuss further steps on how to 
proceed with this process. However, if this is not the case and the GE designation has been left on 
the syllabus and form due to the request being submitted at an early date, we do request that you 
remove all General Education references from your syllabus. These references have been 
removed from the syllabus 

• Please add a recommended writing manual, as this course has requested a 2000 word count. A 
text was added to recommended texts on p.2 

• Please add either the full language for the Quest objectives or provide the following URL: This 
has been added on p. 8 

o Quest: https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-programs/general-education/#ufquesttext  
• Please update the writing studio location using the UF syllabus policy. 

Discussion: 

• Please provide clarification on the following Quest questions. I have cc'd the Quest Faculty 
Leadership above in case you would like to discuss options, for the below areas, that better align 
with the UF Quest program requirements. 

o The review subcommittee was confused about where they could find the Quest 
Experiential Learning and Self-Reflection assignments on the syllabus. I have added the 
language and fuller assignment description on pp.4-5 

 

 

Quest 3 Request for Existing Course              [A] 

Vetere,Timothy (timothy.vetere@coe.ufl.edu) 

Quest 3 Course Approval - Existing 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20996 

mailto:matytsina@ufl.edu
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20470
https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-programs/general-education/#ufquesttext
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20996
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Quest 3 Designation. 

 

Comments: 

Actions: 

•  Please update your academic resources from the UF Syllabus policy.  
Discussion: 

• None. 
 

 

Quest Designation for EEC 4945: Internship in Early Childhood        [A] 

Mathien,Tara (tmathien@coe.ufl.edu) 

Quest 3 Course Approval - Existing 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/21012 

 

Quest 3 Designation. 

 

Comments: 

Actions: 

•  Please update your academic resources from the UF Syllabus policy.  
Discussion: 

• None. 
 

 

Landscape Architecture Internship - Quest 3        [A] 

Manley,Daniel (dpmanley@ufl.edu) 

Quest 3 Course Approval - Existing 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/21293 

 

Quest 3 Designation. 

 

Comments: 

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/21012
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/21293
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Action: 

• None. 
Discussion: 

• None. 
 

 

ISS 1XXX:  The Search for Meaning in a Secular Age (Q1 Perm.)     [CA]           

Henry,Madison (madison.henry@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20308 

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.  

 

Comments: 

Action: 

• Please make sure that the BOG approved course description is on this syllabus. See Below. 
o "What does it mean to live in a secular age? How does living in a secular age offer new 

opportunities and challenges for the perennial human quest for meaning? This multi-
disciplinary course tackles these fundamental questions. Drawing on philosophy, 
sociology, and political science from the Western canon, we will examine three senses of 
secularity. The first is a political sense, where religion is largely if not entirely removed 
from public life, as is the case in many modern liberal democracies. The second sense of 
secularity is sociological, and it is identified with a situation in which there has been 
significant decline in religious belief and practice (recently discussed in terms of the rise 
of the “nones,” that is, those who answer “none” when asked for their religious 
affiliation). The third sense of secularity is an existential sense, where it has to do with a 
change in the circumstances of the human quest for meaning, namely, where there has 
been a move from a condition in which a traditional religious outlook was taken for 
granted to one where it is regarded as one option among others. This third sense of 
secularity will be our primary focus, though we will also be concerned with its 
relationship to the other two senses of secularity. In exploring the existential (or lived) 
sense of secularity, we will examine philosophical writings on meaning in life from 
religious, secular, and spiritual-but-non-religious perspectives, seeking to understand 
what makes for a worthwhile life. Finally, we will explore how secularization has 
influenced politics today on both sides of the political spectrum and consider what role 
spirituality and religiosity might still have in public life." 

• Under the analytical essay, it is stated that this essay “will fulfill the writing requirement.” The 
course is no longer attempting to gain a WR is requested. This should be clarified. 

Discussion: 

• It might be useful to include a reference to the UF attendance policy on pg. 3 under Graded 
Work.  

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20308
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• What is the make-up policy for excused documented absences on exam day? 
• It is recommended that the syllabus should include the academic and campus resources from the 

UF syllabus policy 
• How will AI use be evaluated? 

 

 

 

ISS 1XXX: Just War (Q1 Perm.)         [CA]             

Henry,Madison (madison.henry@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20356 

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List.  

 

Comments: 

Action: 

• Please make sure that the BOG approved course description is on this syllabus. See Below. 
o "Can war be just? What is a ‘just cause’? The idea that war can and should be just holds a 

middle position between the refusal to impose any moral restraints on the waging of war 
(realism) and the rejection of all warfare as immoral (pacificism). Western just war 
theories gradually developed from the confluence of Greek philosophy, Roman Law, and 
the Judeo-Christian scriptural tradition. Just war theory asks two essential questions. Is 
the cause for going to war just (jus ad bellum)? And, Is the conduct of the war just (jus in 
bello)? This multidisciplinary course surveys just war thinking from antiquity to the First 
World War. It includes historical case studies so that students can develop their own 
concepts of jus ad bellum and jus in bello." 

• While rubrics are provided, none of them give a clear indication of how a grade is assigned for 
the assignments. Are the assignments worth a certain number of points? How do the rubrics align 
with point allocation for each component? In short, please clarify how a student’s grade for each 
assignment will be assigned. 

Discussion: 

• It is recommended to include a policy in the syllabus related to the use of generative AI on course 
assignments. 

• It is recommended to include a policy on In-Class Recordings. 
• It is recommended that the syllabus should include the academic and campus resources from the 

UF syllabus policy. 
 

 

 

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20356
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