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General Education Committee Review 
[May 2nd, 2025] 

 

Approve Conditionally Approve  Recycle 

COM 2XXX: Siri is My 

Superpower: 

Communicating with 

Artificial Intelligence (Q2 

Perm.)  

EME 2020: Making Sense: 

Understanding the World with Data 

and AI (Q2 Perm) 

Quest 3: GEB3942 

EME 2XXX: Creating 

Enabling Technologies for 

Differently Abled People (Q2 

Perm) 

ENY 2XXX: Bite Me? Insects as 

Disease Vectors (Q2 Perm.) 

Quest 3: GEB4941 

Quest Designation for EDG 

4078  

FAS 2XXX: Fresh Water for the 

Future (Q2 Perm.) 

ENY 2XXX: Biodiversity in a 

Changing World (Q2 Perm.) 

ART 1XXX - Visual Meaning 

and Representation (Quest 1 

Perm) 

IDS1XXX: Russian Fairy Tales   

ISS 1XXX - Mind: Brain or 

Soul - (Q1 Permanent) 

AEC 2XXX: People & Big Data: 

Building for a Sustainable Future 

(Q2 Perm.) 

 

ARH 1XXX - The Nature, 

Matter, and Agency of Magic 

(Q1 Perm)  

  

STA 2XXX: The Data 

Analytics Revolution in Sports 

(Q2 Perm.) 

  

IDS 2XXX: Plants for Human 

Medicine (Q2 Perm.) 

  

IDS 2XXX: Historical 

Linguistics and Artificial 

Intelligence  

  

BCN 2XXX - Foundations, 

Principles and Applications of 

Sustainable Development (Q2 

Perm)  

  

 

 

COM 2XXX: Siri is My Superpower: Communicating with Artificial Intelligence (Q2 

Perm.)            [A] 

Harmon, Michael (michael.harmon@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20477   

 

Quest Only. Was not certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List. 

 

Comments:  

Action: 

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20477
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• As this course was not certified as a General Education course by the BOG for the 2025-

2026 AY, please remove all references to the Social & Behavioral Sciences designation 

on your syllabus.  Faculty Response: “I have removed all mentions of social and 

behavioral sciences from the rubric. 

• Please fix the typo in the pressing question: How do we with communicate with AI? 

Faculty Response: “I have fixed the pressing question to be: How do we communicate 

with AI?” 

• The syllabus contains good descriptions of what students will be doing in each 

assignment category and the point totals for each category are clear. However, there is no 

mention of how grades will be assigned. The student information sheet, journal 

submissions, maker exercises, reflection papers, and discussion boards should have 

associated rubrics. The rubrics don’t have to be provided directly on the syllabus, but 

mention of them on the syllabus is recommended along with how students can find the 

rubrics in detail. Also, there are ample writing opportunities across the assignments, but 

no mention of how many words each writing assignment will be, at minimum, is 

provided on the syllabus. Please add this respective information to your syllabus.  Faculty 

Response: “The student information sheet, journal submissions, maker exercises, 

reflection papers, and discussion boards all have their associated rubrics now mentioned 

in the syllabus.  I have also added the word counts mentioned in each rubric for each of 

the previously mentioned assignments.” 

Discussion: 

• The syllabus begins by indicating that the course is entirely asynchronous. However, the 

details of the “Maker Exercises” mentions “class workshop days that are designed to 

support the information and instruction provided in the modules with “learn by doing” 

activities.” The annotated class schedule indicates that these assignments are due on 

Fridays across the semester. The syllabus should clarify whether any component of these 

Maker Exercises requires some sort of synchronous meeting, and if not, whether the 

assignments (Maker Exercises and all other assignments) are all available from the first 

day of class or whether there is a small window of time to complete the 

assignments.   Faculty Response: “The maker exercises will be all asynchronous and I 

have removed any info about class meetings since that was from a prior in-person version 

of this course we ran for a single semester. I will make all maker exercises available on 

day 1 of the course and this info is now supplied in the syllabus. 

 

 

 

EME 2020: Making Sense: Understanding the World with Data and AI (Q2 Perm) [CA] 

Botelho, Anthony (abotelho@coe.ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20261  

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List. 

 

Comments: 

Action: 

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20261
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• Please make sure that you have the approved BOG course title and description added to 

your syllabus. 

o Title: EME 2020: Making Sense: Understanding the World with Data and AI  

o Description: This course focuses on the bidirectional relationship of Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) and theories of learning. Data, combined with methods of AI, 

can help us make sense of the learning behaviors that emerge through data 

generated as teachers and students interact with educational technologies. 

Similarly, many advancements in AI have resulted from theories, models, and 

biology related to how humans learn. The usage of digital learning platforms, 

learner management systems, and other technologies is growing across 

educational settings. Combining AI with the quality data that has been produced 

by using these tools can improve both teacher instruction as well as learner 

experiences. This data can help understand the processes of learning beyond other 

assessment measures like correctness and be used to inform the development of 

better technologies and instructional content. Like any system designed for human 

interaction, the data collected by these systems can be messy, incomplete, and 

generally ill-suited for AI applications in its raw form. The course will guide 

students through understanding the data, identifying problems, and examining a 

broad range of machine learning methods and practices to solve these real-world 

problems in a range of contexts. 

• Please either paste the correlating GE Subject Area Objective, or have this link pasted 

somewhere in your syllabus: https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-

program/subject-area-objectives/ 

• There is no established pressing question on the syllabus, please make one clear.  

o Here is the one that is stated on the UF Quest Website: Do humans and machines 

learn in the same way? 

Discussion: 

• Could you please further explain the Experiential Learning Activity and how it fulfills the 

Quest program requirements. Please see the following link for examples of Quest 

experiential learning activities:  

o Experiential Learning Activities (Move to Teaching and Learning) – UF 

Instructor Guide 

• Could you please make the pressing question clearer?  

 

 

 

EME 2XXX: Creating Enabling Technologies for Differently Abled People (Q2 Perm) [A] 

Newbutt, Nigel (Nigel.newbutt@coe.ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20266  

 

Quest Only. Was not certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List. 

 

Comments: 

Action: All items have been addressed via an updated syllabus which can be found uploaded to 

the approval request. 

https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fufl.pb.unizin.org%2Finstructorguide%2Fchapter%2Fexperiential-learning-activities%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmhenry%40aa.ufl.edu%7C917cfeb8993c4462b4de08dd8356e3df%7C0d4da0f84a314d76ace60a62331e1b84%7C0%7C0%7C638811131402223483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aF8r01YUCXNfe12tVJ1PYZpUSKY4CLllXnhLmNEtSS8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fufl.pb.unizin.org%2Finstructorguide%2Fchapter%2Fexperiential-learning-activities%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmhenry%40aa.ufl.edu%7C917cfeb8993c4462b4de08dd8356e3df%7C0d4da0f84a314d76ace60a62331e1b84%7C0%7C0%7C638811131402223483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aF8r01YUCXNfe12tVJ1PYZpUSKY4CLllXnhLmNEtSS8%3D&reserved=0
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20266
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• Please add a preferred writing style manual to your syllabus.  

• Please add a section at the top of your syllabus with the designation that are attributed to 

this course. (i.e. WR 4000 & Quest Designation).   

• Please check for typos on p. 7 week’s/not weeks’ and pg.9 fora...appears a word is 

missing 

Discussion: 

• It appears that 2000+ words derive from online/in-class discussion responses. Are these 

short essays, or discussion posts? Also, how is feedback given on these writing 

assignments in particular?  

• It is recommended that the syllabus include the campus and academic resources from the 

UF syllabus policy. 

 

 

 

Quest Designation for EDG 4078        [A] 

Adams,Alyson (adamsa@coe.ufl.edu) 

Quest 3 Course Approval - Existing 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20994  

 

Quest 3 Designation. 

 

Comments: 

Action: 

• It seems that there is a 500-word reflection paper assigned in this course, which occurs at 

the midterm rather than at the end of the semester. For Quest 3 courses, it is expected that 

this assignment should be due at the end of the semester. Please address this 

concern.  Faculty Response: “I've made all the requested changes including: Being clear 

that the midterm reflection is not the final reflection — that final project includes 

reflection but is done via presentation and voice-over” 

• Please clarify on the syllabus what percentage of the overall grade is met with this 

reflection paper assignment.  Faculty Response: “I have made it clear this is an S/U 

course and how assignments contribute toward the S/U grade” 

• Please provide a rubric for the midterm and final reflection paper assignments. Please 

also provide what percentage of the final grade will come from each assignment.  Faculty 

Response: “I've made all the requested changes including: Included minimum 

expectations for the two assignments where you wanted a rubric” 

• The syllabus states that a grade of “S” is earned when 150 hours are completed and all 

assignments are completed at 80% or higher, but there is no description of how to earn 

“80%” on the assignments other than the final supervisor evaluation. Could you please 

add some verbiage to your syllabus that pertains to the previous concern. Faculty 

Response: “I have made it clear this is an S/U course and how assignments contribute 

toward the S/U grade” 

• Please update the university honesty policy.  In particular, the phrase “Furthermore, you 

are obligated…” must be removed. The current policy can be found 

here: https://syllabus.ufl.edu/syllabus-policy/ Faculty Response: I've made all the 

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20994
https://syllabus.ufl.edu/syllabus-policy/
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requested changes including: Updated all UF policy links and verbiage, including 

resources section at the end” 

Discussion: 

• Could you please clarify which assessments align with individual SLO's.  Faculty 

Response: I've made all the requested changes including: Being clear on which SLOs link 

to which assignments both in the SLO section and for each major assignment.” 

• Could you please add further detail to how the assignments are graded and how this 

aligns with the Quest 3 standards. Faculty Response: “I've made all the requested changes 

including: Being more clear on the Quest 3 designation” 

 

 

 

Quest 3: GEB3942      [R due to Honor Policy violation] 

Studer-Byrnes,Erica (erica.byrnes@warrington.ufl.edu) 

Quest 3 Course Approval - Existing 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20957  

 

Quest 3 Designation. 

 

Comments:   

Action: 

• The late work and missed exam policy does not seem to conform to UF policy. E.X.: "No 

make up exams", but then in rare cases exceptions are allowed and it will be at the 

discretion of the breakout session leader whether there is one. There needs to be a way in 

which a student can turn in work or take an exam after the deadline if they have a 

legitimate reason/ sanctioned reason for missing, such as a religious holiday,  a UF 

athletic game,  a death in the family etc. Please 

see https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/attendance-policies/, for further 

details on UF's attendance policies.  

• Please update the university honesty policy.  In particular, the phrase “Furthermore, you 

are obligated…” must be removed. The current policy can be found 

here: https://syllabus.ufl.edu/syllabus-policy/ 

Discussion: 

• Could you please clarify the following and then add the information to your syllabus: 

o The form explains that the students will be working with an outside business or 

organization, and this will change with the semester. They will work x number of 

hours per week adding up to 135 for the semester  -- plus or including?  And will 

the student also spend one hour per week in class with the instructor?  

o Could you please further explain the assignments on your syllabus.  

o What is an SFRD sheet? 

o How many words is the Extreme Ownership Reflection? 

 

 

 

 

Quest 3: GEB4941      [R due to Honor Policy violation] 

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20957
https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/attendance-policies/
https://syllabus.ufl.edu/syllabus-policy/
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Studer-Byrnes,Erica (erica.byrnes@warrington.ufl.edu) 

Quest 3 Course Approval - Existing 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20954  

 

Quest 3 Designation. 

 

Comments:   

Action: 

• This course has objectives but is missing the Quest 3 SLOs. Please add these to your 

syllabus. 

• The explanation of the reflection does not have a minimum word count established. 

Please add this to your syllabus and keep in mind that the minimum word requirement 

for Quest 3 if 500 words.  

• Please add guidelines and rubrics (if not already in Canvas) to both the goal setting essay 

and the reflection essay.  

• Please update the university honesty policy.  In particular, the phrase “Furthermore, you 

are obligated…” must be removed. The current policy can be found 

here: https://syllabus.ufl.edu/syllabus-policy/ 

Discussion: 

• None. 

 

 

 

ENY 2XXX: Bite Me? Insects as Disease Vectors (Q2 Perm.)    [CA] 

Cash, Elizabeth (e.cash@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20353  

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List. 

 

Comments:   

Action: 

• Please make sure that you have the approved BOG course title and description added to 

your syllabus. 

o Title: ENY 2211: Bit Me? 

o Description: Arthropod-borne diseases represent some of the most dangerous and 

major challenges facing human health. They have shaped the course of history 

and have remained a threat. Everyone has, at one point or the other, been exposed 

to the nuisance and bites of arthropods and, therefore, potentially to the diseases 

they may carry. The effects of these arthropod-borne diseases on human health 

are increasing and spreading. Factors such as the development of resistant parasite 

strains to the currently available drugs, and the evolution of insecticide resistance 

to the currently available insecticides account for this increase and spread. Other 

factors such as constantly changing climate, trade, unplanned urbanization, 

changes in agricultural practices, and human travel also aid the establishment of 

these diseases thereby intensifying disease transmission or 

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20954
https://syllabus.ufl.edu/syllabus-policy/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20353
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causing disease emergence in areas where they were previously unknown. This is 

a multidisciplinary course that covers concepts and topics from the fields of 

entomology, medicine, public health, biology, parasitology, microbiology, and 

veterinary medicine, and will address the interactions of arthropods to humans 

and the environment. It will present pressing issues relating to the impact of 

arthropods in public health and will also explore challenging questions 

such as “what are the emerging issues in vector biology 

and disease epidemiology”? and “what can be done to manage or prevent the 

occurrence of arthropod-borne diseases”? This course affords students the ability 

to critically examine and evaluate the principles of the scientific method, model 

construction, and use the scientific method to explain natural experiences and 

phenomena. 

• The syllabus indicates Quest 2, B and N. Please explain the justification for N. Without 

the readings, it is difficult to discern how policies/practices/situations in other countries 

are compared with contemporary American life. 

Discussion: 

• None. 

 

 

 

ENY 2XXX: Biodiversity in a Changing World (Q2 Perm.)    [R] 

Weeks, Jennifer (Jenweeks1@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20346  

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List. 

 

Comments: 

Action: 

• Please make sure that you have the approved BOG course title and description added to 

your syllabus. 

o Title: ENY 2250: Biodiverse in a Changing World 

o Description: This course addresses one of the most complex, pressing issues of 

our time – how humans are altering the number, relative abundance, and 

distribution of species on Earth via changing land use, urbanization, globalization, 

and climate change. This course affords students the ability to critically examine 

and evaluate the principles of the scientific method, model construction, and use 

the scientific method to explain natural experiences and phenomena. 

• Please ensure that each mandatory assignment should include reading lengths / word 

counts / page counts (assigned readings) and length (assigned multimedia / audio-visual 

items). 

• Could you please clarify, and then add to your syllabus, what the experiential learning 

component is for this course and how it aligns with the Quest program goals.  

Discussion: 

• Are the rubrics for attendance and other assignments in Canvas? 

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20346
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•  Class attendance is listed as “required” but there is no penalty listed for missed classes, 

and it states that there are two discretionary absences are allowed. Please clarify that 

discretionary absences means unexcused absences and not excused absences per UF 

policy.   

• There was some confusion surrounding the "exit slip assignment". Do students complete 

these during class time, or do they arrive to class with the work done and then submit the 

“slips” at the end of the class period? 

 

 

 

FAS 2XXX: Fresh Water for the Future (Q2 Perm.)     [CA] 

Reisinger, Lindsey (lreisinger1@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20417  

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List. 

 

Comments:  

Actions: 

• Please make sure that you have the approved BOG course title and description added to 

your syllabus. 

o Title: FAS 2XXX: Water For the Future 

o Description: This course focuses on the pressing question of how to best manage 

freshwater resources to meet the growing needs of society while maintaining 

healthy freshwater ecosystems.  Successfully addressing water sustainability 

issues requires fundamental scientific approaches (e.g., from biology, geology, 

and chemistry) as well as approaches from other disciplines (e.g., environmental 

policy, economics, and engineering). We will draw from these approaches to 

inform students’ understanding of water sustainability, approaches to managing 

water resources, and their ecological and economic consequences. This course 

affords students the ability to critically examine and evaluate the principles of the 

scientific method, model construction, and use the scientific method to explain 

natural experiences and phenomena. 

Discussion: 

•  Typo in Overview “and construct informed argumentsfor effective” 

 

 

 

ART 1XXX - Visual Meaning and Representation (Quest 1 Perm)   [A] 

Tuggar, Fatimah (fatimahtuggar@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20454  

 

Quest Only. Was not certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List. 

 

Comments:   

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20417
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20454


 9 

Action: 

• As this course was not certified as a General Education course by the BOG for the 2025-

2026 AY, please remove all references to the Humanities designation on your syllabus. 

Faculty Response: “I have removed the single leftover reference to General Education 

under Section IV, Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs), on page 12.  

• Please describe thoroughly how each individual student will be evaluated in the group 

projects that occur throughout the course. Faculty response: “As per your request, I have 

added the grading criteria for the Group Presentations in Section2, Graded Assignments, 

on pages 4 & 5.” Please see the grading scale and context below. 

• Group Presentations: The goal of the group presentations is to create a community 

learning experience of collective learning. This assignment is designed to enhance 

your understanding of the function of semiotics in your area of study and to 

prepare you for future interdisciplinary work, where understanding and 

communicating across different fields is crucial.  

• Each student will research the function of semiotics in their area of study. This 

learning will then be shared with your assigned group made up of people in your 

discipline as you collate your ideas to create a single presentation. By the time 

you give your group presentations, the whole class will have some knowledge of 

the use of semiotics in other fields that can be useful in the future when working 

in an interdisciplinary context. 

• You have been divided into groups based on your area of study to create 15-

minute presentations that answer the following questions: 

• How is Semiotics used in your field of study? 

• How do you envision innovating with semiology in your work in the 

future? 

• How do you individually think you can use semiotics in your personal 

life? 

• Presentation Prompts:  

• Remember, this is a group assessment. Your unique perspectives and 

contributions are integral to the success of this project. We must work 

with others to succeed in any field. 

• The workload must be evenly distributed among all group members. Each 

of you must contribute equally and participate actively. Your peers rely on 

you, and your involvement is not just essential but integral to the success 

of the project. Your responsibility for this project is significant, and your 

active participation is crucial for its success. 

• Remember, time management is crucial. By practising, editing, and 

ensuring you stay within the time limit, you can feel prepared and in 

control of your presentation. Your presentation has 15 minutes, and it's 

essential to make the most of this time. By managing your time 

effectively, you can ensure a successful and impactful presentation. 

• Thinking about how semiotics functions in your field currently is critical 

to understanding how you can use it and later innovate with it. Do the 

research and think innovatively. Your unique ideas can inspire others and 

lead to creative solutions. 
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• Remember, to excel in any field, you need to think beyond your discipline. 

Consider how semiotics can be applied in other fields and how it can 

enrich your understanding of your field. 

• An enriched life is not just material comforts but a meaningful 

engagement with the world. How do you think semiotics can add to your 

life experience? 

• Grading: Our class members will be randomly assigned to assess each 

group's presentation, excluding those in the group. This approach ensures 

a fair and unbiased evaluation. Each group member will then be 

responsible for assigning collaboration points to their peers based on their 

teamwork and interaction within the group. Remember, collaboration is 

integral to our learning process, and your input is invaluable. All feedback 

will be anonymous.  

• Peer Assessment Criteria: 

• Quality of Ideas – 40 

• Articulation & Communication – 40 

• Organisation – 40 

• Conclusions Reached – 40 

• Collaboration – 40 

• Total:  200 

•  Please correct the spelling of “pages” (pagess) throughout the syllabus. Remedied.  

Discussion: 

• Could you please clarify on your syllabus what occurs in Week 8 and Week 10 in the 

chart describing the weekly plan (p.2) See context above.  

 

 

ISS 1XXX - Mind: Brain or Soul - (Q1 Permanent)     [A] 

Mastrogiovanni,Jason (mastrogj@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20982  

 

Will be submitted for review for the 2026-2027 UF General Education List. 

 

Comments:   

Action: 

• The content on page 3 of the syllabus (the course objectives) is the same as that on page 

2. It seems page 3 can be deleted. Faculty Response: The superfluous page was deleted. 

The corrected syllabus has been uploaded to the approval system. 

Discussion: 

• None.  

 

 

 

IDS1XXX: Russian Fairy Tales        [CA] 

Gorham, Michael (mgorham@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20982
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URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20531  

 

Quest Only. Was not certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List. 

 

Comments:   

Action: 

• There course is currently leveled at a 3000, separate from Quest. Is the faculty member 

looking to sunset the upper-level course, in order to pursue a Quest designation? 

• If the course is only attempting to be Quest, then please remove all references to the GE-

H designation, as this course was not certified as a General Education course for the 

2025-2026 AY.  

• Does the faculty member still wish to retain the GE-N designation? If not, please remove 

all references to said designation. 

Discussion: 

• Could you please clarify the details of the experiential learning component and how it 

aligns with the Quest program requirements. Also, is the same assignment used for both 

experiential learning and self-reflection? 

• Please more clearly state the “essential” question on the syllabus. 

 

 

 

AEC 2XXX: People & Big Data: Building for a Sustainable Future (Q2 Perm.) [CA] 

Bush, Sarah (sab5271@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20363  

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List. 

 

Comments:   

Actions: 

• Please make sure that you have the approved BOG course title, description, and learning 

outcomes added to your syllabus. 

• Title: AEB 2810: People & Big Data 

• Description: This course introduces students to the uses of big data in the social 

sciences and the theories, methods, and skills needed for considering the uses and 

social implications of big data in society. Drawing on traditional and applied 

social science disciplines, this course introduces students to basic 

approaches, methods, and ethical concerns in understanding the uses (and 

misuses) of big data. Class discussion and readings will cover examples of social 

processes at the macro-level (structures, policies), meso-level (institutions, 

business), and micro-level of individual perceptions and behaviors. This course 

examines the human implications of the big data revolution: how algorithms and 

massive data sets enable your social network and improve society while exposing 

your private life to strangers and reshaping the social compact. This course also 

includes analyzing how big data is currently being utilized to track and provide 

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20531
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20363
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insight for solution generation on pressing issues, such as the United Nations 17 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

• Please add the following link to the GE Subject Area Objectives, or update the verbiage 

for the Social & Behavioral Sciences section.: https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-

education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/ 

• Please update your gator evaluation language, which can be found in the UF Syllabus 

policy. 

Discussion: 

• Even though this course is not slated for a WR designation, there is a lot of 

writing assignments. A writing manual could benefit the students, as well providing 

feedback. 

 

 

 

ARH 1XXX - The Nature, Matter, and Agency of Magic (Q1 Perm)   [A] 

Jones, Ashley (ashley.jones@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20392  

 

Quest Only. Was not certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List. 

 

Comments:   

Actions: 

• As this course was not certified as a General Education course by the BOG for the 2025-

2026 AY, please remove all references to the Humanities designation on your syllabus. 

Faculty Response: Done, but please double-check me! 

• The catalog course description needs to be on the syllabus.  There are now two different 

(both good) short descriptions, one on the form and one in the syllabus.  The catalog 

description (the short description) needs to be included on the syllabus and needs to 

conform to the “telegraphic style” required for the catalog.  Easy to fix: “Explores how 

pre-modern...”  or “Exploration of how pre-modern.”  Same for second sentence: just use 

a clause starting with “examines “or “examination of". Faculty Response: Syllabus 

course description has been revised to use the short description as the first paragraph. The 

rest of the description has been lightly edited to better marry the language, as suggested, 

and to eliminate redundancies.  

• Course Description: The course explores how pre-modern Mediterranean societies 

used magic to interact with the supernatural, focusing on the material, textual, and 

visual aspects of ancient artifacts. It examines the boundaries between magic, 

religion, and science, and how these societies created and used knowledge 

through art historical and anthropological approaches.  

• The Essential Question: How have people in different societies used the 

supernatural to try to understand and affect the natural world? What objects, 

words, rituals, and images have they employed to explain and harness the 

supernatural?  

• Focusing on relationships among the material, textual, experiential, and visual 

aspects of ancient artifacts related to magic, this course uses art historical and 

https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20392
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anthropological approaches to address how we can learn from images and objects, 

and focuses on the materiality of ancient magical texts. The course uses objects 

and images to address fundamental questions related to ancient and modern 

conceptions of ancient magic: What are the problems for which pre-modern 

people sought supernatural aid? To whom did they turn for that aid? What belief 

systems were used in constructing magical artifacts? Who were the practitioners 

of magic? How was magic understood to work? What are the boundaries between 

magic and religion? Between magic and science? 

• The class will include two weekly lectures during which questions for and 

questions and comments from students will be welcome and included. During the 

weekly discussion section, led by the Graduate Assistant, students will meet in 

smaller groups to intensively discuss the week’s theme(s) and readings. During 

both lectures and Discussion Sections students will have the opportunity to 

practice the skills of visual analysis. 

• Please add course-specific course objectives. Please see #3 on the GE Syllabus Policy 

webpage. Faculty Response: “Done. I have added the following three course objectives, 

which seem to comply with the syllabus policy model. Please let me know if these are 

two specific, too broad, too many, etc. 

• Students will study artifacts related to magic in the ancient Mediterranean. 

• Students will study primary source texts related to magic in the ancient 

Mediterranean. 

• Students will study scholarly texts related to the modern understanding of magic 

in the ancient Mediterranean.” 

• As is one of the non-negotiables for Quest, there must be an overall reflection piece on 

the course and how it has influenced growth within the student themself. Could you 

please further tie your museum reflection assignment to the course as a whole. Faculty 

Response: “I have expanded the assignment description to the following and have added 

the same language under the Quest Learning Experiences on page 14. 

• Students will select one or more from a provided list of historical and/or 

contemporary artworks on view in Gainesville (such as at the Harn Museum) and 

write a short essay arguing how and why the work relates to the supernatural. 

Students will use the essay to reflect on the nature of human understanding of the 

supernatural in both antiquity, as covered in the course, and in the present day. 

Students will reflect on continuities and differences in human attempts to 

understand, communicate with, and explain the supernatural in antiquity and in 

the present day. Students will reflect on how learning about historical human 

understanding of and relationship to the supernaturalo in images and words has 

influenced their own growth and understanding of people’s need to understand, 

communicate with, explain, and/or control the supernatural today.” 

Discussion: 

• Could you please clarify, on your syllabus, how attendance will be taken? Faculty 

Response: “I have added the following line to the paragraph on attendance: 

• Students will check in with the appropriate TA at the beginning of each class 

meeting.” 

• It was recommended by the GEC review subcommittee that the rubric for the discussion 

board on p.7  have additional details added because it seems to leave a lot up to 
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interpretation and may result in a back-and-forth situation between the student and 

instructor about grades. Faculty Response: “This is a great catch! We have been using a 

more detailed rubric on Canvas. I updated the syllabus to match the more detailed rubric. 

It should not leave much room for back-and-forth with the students.” 

 

 

 

STA 2XXX: The Data Analytics Revolution in Sports (Q2 Perm.)   [A] 

Johnson, Beth (ejohnson5@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20483  

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List. 

 

Comments:  

Action:  All items have been addressed via an updated syllabus which has been uploaded to the 

approval system request. 

• Please make sure that you have the approved BOG course title, description, and learning 

outcomes added to your syllabus. 

• Title: STA 2090: The Data Analytics Revolution in Sports 

• Description: Explores the data-driven decision process within the field of athletics 

and game play using data analytics and visualization techniques. Compares the 

processes used in sports with those used in business and everyday life and 

illustrates examples of how data can be used to understand human behavior. 

• Please add the following link to the GE Subject Area Objectives, or update the verbiage 

for the Social & Behavioral Sciences section:  

• https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-

objectives/ 

• Please update your gator evaluation language, which can be found in the UF Syllabus 

policy. 

Discussion: 

• None. 

 

 

 

IDS 2XXX: Plants for Human Medicine (Q2 Perm.)     [A] 

Swathi Nadakuduti, Satya (S.nadakuduti@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20413  

 

Quest Only. Was not certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List. 

 

Comments: 

Action: All items have been addressed and updated on a revised syllabus, which can be found 

attached to the approval system request.  

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20483
https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
https://undergrad.aa.ufl.edu/general-education/gen-ed-program/subject-area-objectives/
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20413
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• Can you please clarify whether or not the professor would like for this course to continue 

to count for words. If so, there are a few aspects that are required of WR courses that are 

not present.  

o If there will be a WR designation, please clearly state this on the syllabus. 

o If there will be a WR designation, please add a preferred writing manual to your 

syllabus. 

o Please add point values to the writing assessment rubric. 

• The Quest objectives link is dead and needs to be 

updated: https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-programs/general-

education/#ufquesttext 

• Please explicitly state the "pressing question", either in the course description, or at the 

start of the syllabus. 

• Please fill out the participation rubric. 

• Please update the University Honesty Policy according to the verbiage found in the UF 

Syllabus Policy. Specifically, the phrase “Furthermore, you are obligated…” must be 

removed. 

Discussion: 

• There is some confusion surrounding the self-reflection paper II project, which is actually 

a group project. It says that each group member will prepare a literature review of 3 

scientific articles and earn points for a 1,500-word review. Yet the entire assignment is 

only 2,500 words total. Are the lit reviews done by individual students? Are there 

multiple lit reviews? Could you please provide some clarity.  Faculty Response: “The 

word limit is corrected and assignment is further clarified.” 

 

 

IDS 2XXX: Historical Linguistics and Artificial Intelligence    [A] 

Hebblethwaite, Benjamin (hebble@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20329  

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List. 

 

Comments:   

Action: 

• Please make sure that you have the approved BOG course title, description, and learning 

outcomes added to your syllabus. Faculty Response: “I now have the approved BOG 

course title, description, and learning outcomes added to your syllabus.” 

• Title: IDS 2760: Historical Linguistics and Artificial Intelligence 

• Description: Analyzes historical linguistic change in lexicon, semantics, 

phonology, morphology, and syntax, articulating traditional and artificial 

intelligence methods of analysis. Examines relatedness between languages, the 

comparative method, internal reconstruction, the origin and propagation of 

change, contact and the birth and death of languages, language and prehistory, 

and the very remote relations between languages. Explores diverse linguistic 

datasets through AI technologies. 

https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-programs/general-education/#ufquesttext
https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-programs/general-education/#ufquesttext
https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20329
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• Please add the length/pages/time for the links under week one and week 2 in the 

annotated schedule. Faculty Response: “I added the length/pages/time for the links under 

week one and week 2 in the annotated schedule.” 

• The eLearning link is broken, please update. Faculty Response: “I fixed the broken 

eLearning link.” 

• Please update the University Honesty Policy according to the verbiage found in the UF 

Syllabus Policy. Specifically, the phrase “Furthermore, you are obligated…” must be 

removed. Faculty Response: I updated the University Honesty Policy according to the 

verbiage found in the UF Syllabus Policy. I removed ‘Furthermore, you are obligated…’” 

• The Counseling and Wellness Center link is broken and needs to be updated. Faculty 

Response: “I fixed the Counseling and Wellness Center link.”  

• Please update the UF gator evaluation language with the information found on the UF 

Syllabus Policy. Faculty Response: “I updated the UF gator evaluation language with the 

information found on the UF Syllabus Policy.” 

Discussion: 

• Even though this is not a writing course, there are a few assignments in which a writing 

manual could be beneficial for the students. Faculty Response: “I added a link to the The 

Chicago Manual of Style to respond to this request. It appears after the Required 

Readings.” 

• There was some confusion surrounding the attendance policy as explained on p. 6. Does 

it means that the instructor takes the number of class meetings (50-minutes periods) per 

semester and then calculates how many points of the 100 points for attendance each is 

worth? Then that student receives credit for each class attended – by the number of 

points. It would be helpful to state that there are excused absences as per UF policy and 

to move the statement of that policy from p. 11 to this explanation on p.6.  Faculty 

Response: “I addressed the confusion surrounding the attendance policy as explained on 

p. 6.” 

o Could you also please indicate how attendance is taken, at the beginning of class 

in each class for instance. Faculty Response: “I indicated how attendance is taken 

at the beginning.” 

o Please also add language that clarifies if these statements apply to an online 

version of the course.  Faculty Response: “I added language that clarifies if these 

statements apply to an online version of the course. (They only apply to 

synchronous, in-person classes).” 

 

 

BCN 2XXX - Foundations, Principles and Applications of Sustainable Development (Q2 

Perm)            [A] 

Watson, Maria (maria.watson@ufl.edu) 

Course|New/Close/Modify|Ugrad|Gen Ed|Quest|Perm 

URL: https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20395  

 

Reviewed and Certified by the BOG for the 2025-2026 UF General Education List. 

 

Comments:   

https://secure.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/reports/20395
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Action: All action items have been addressed via an updated syllabus which has been uploaded 

to the approval system request. 

• Please make sure that you have the approved BOG course title, description, and learning 

outcomes added to your syllabus. 

• Title: BCN 2598: Foundations, Principles and Applications of Sustainable 

Development 

• Description: Explores the relationship between society, the built environment, and 

the natural environment, and asks, “What does it mean to develop in a sustainable 

way?” 

• Could you please add a participation rubric to further clarify how a student will be 

graded. 

• Your eLearning link is dead, please update. 

• Please update your UF Gator Evaluation language according to UF’s Syllabus Policy. 

• Please update the University Honesty Policy according to the verbiage found in the UF 

Syllabus Policy. Specifically, the phrase “Furthermore, you are obligated…” must be 

removed. 

Discussion: 

• As most of the grade components for assignments are in point format, could use also 

provide the percentage of which it will count towards the student's grade? Faculty 

Response: “I have now included a table with the points and percentages.” 

• For the group project quizzes, how will each student be graded or do they all receive the 

same grade…further clarification could be helpful for the student. Faculty Response: It is 

a group grade and each students gets the same grade — I have added this language. 

• Is the third exam for this class cumulative. If so, does it take place during final exam 

week? Faculty Response: It is not cumulative and takes place during final exam week. 

This language has also been added. 


