
Cover Sheet: Request 10294

Genetical Ethics - PCB4XXX

Info
Process Course|New|Ugrad/Pro
Status Pending
Submitter Davis,Ellen C christine.davis@ufl.edu
Created 6/26/2015 12:43:12 PM
Updated 11/16/2015 7:28:15 AM
Description This is proposal for a 1-credit elective in Biology.

Actions
Step Status Group User Comment Updated
Department Approved CLAS - Biology

011690003
Davis, Ellen C 6/26/2015

No document changes
College Recycled CLAS - College

of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

Pharies, David
A

This course is
conditionally approved by
the CCC, which asks
however that the course
be transferred to the new
form on the approval
website. No syllabus will
be needed at that point.

10/1/2015

Replaced UCC1_GeneticalEthics_PCB4XXX_6_26.docx
Replaced Genetical_ethics_covlet_6_26.docx
Replaced Syllabus_genetical ethics_6_26.docx
Added Genetical_ethics_covlet_6_29.docx
Added Consult_Philosophy_6_29.docx
Deleted Syllabus_genetical ethics_6_29.docx

6/29/2015
6/29/2015
6/29/2015
6/29/2015
6/29/2015
6/29/2015

Department Approved CLAS - Biology
011690003

Davis, Ellen C 11/15/2015

Replaced UCC1_GeneticalEthics_PCB4XXX_6_29.docx
Added UCC1_GeneticalEthics.docx

11/15/2015
11/15/2015

College Approved CLAS - College
of Liberal Arts
and Sciences

Pharies, David
A

11/16/2015

No document changes
University
Curriculum
Committee

Pending PV - University
Curriculum
Committee
(UCC)

11/16/2015

No document changes
Statewide
Course
Numbering
System
No document changes
Office of the
Registrar
No document changes
Student
Academic
Support
System

MAILTO:christine.davis@ufl.edu
http://apps.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/Documents/Download/26525
http://apps.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/Documents/Download/26526
http://apps.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/Documents/Download/26527
http://apps.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/Documents/Download/26532
http://apps.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/Documents/Download/26533
http://apps.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/Documents/Download/26535
http://apps.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/Documents/Download/26534
http://apps.aa.ufl.edu/Approval/Documents/Download/27077


Step Status Group User Comment Updated
No document changes
Catalog
No document changes
College
Notified
No document changes



 

UCC1: New Course Transmittal Form Revised 03/19/2015 UF, Academic Affairs 

 

UCC1: New Course Transmittal Form 
 
Recommended SCNS Course Identification 

1. Prefix:   PCB 2. Level:   4 3. Number: 4XXX 4. Lab Code:   None 

 
5. Course Title:   Genetical Ethics 

6. Transcript Title (21 character max.):   Genetical Ethics 
 

21. Course Description (50 words maximum) 
Presentation and critical discussion of new genetic discoveries and discoveries in the context of society. 
Includes policy, historical, and legal perspectives. Covers responsible conduct of research. 

22. Prerequisites  
PCB3063 or AGR 3303 

23. Co-requisites 
None. 

24. Rationale and Placement in Curriculum 
Course is aimed at pre-professional or pre-graduate school students in STEM, as well as humanities or 
social science students otherwise interested in instersections of policy and ethics with genetics. 

25. Course Objectives 
By the end of the course, students will be able to discuss a range of topics where genetics and ethics 
instersect, and will demonstrate a basic understanding of: 
1) responsible conduct of research; 
2) intellectual property and informed consent; 
3) key ethical frameworks. 

26. Course Textbook(s) and/or Other Assigned Reading 
None. 
 

27. Weekly Schedule of Topics 
Week 1 – Introduction to Ethics and Policy 
Week 2 – Research Integrity: The Whang Woo Suk Stem Cell Episode 
Week 3 – Scientific Research and Public Decision-Making 
Week 4 – History of Eugenics 
Week 5 – Race, Ethnicity, and Identity in Genetics Research 
Week 6 – Genetic Testing, Genetic Privacy 
Week 7 – Genetic Selection: Present Day 
Week 8 – Genetic Selection: The Future 
Week 9 – Genetics and Intellectual Property (Patenting Life) 

7. Effective Term:  Earliest 8. Effective Year:  Earliest 9. Rotating Topic:  No 

10. Amount of Credit:   1 11. If variable,  # min. and  #  max. credits per semester. 

12. Repeatable Credit:  No 13. If yes,   #  total repeatable credit allowed. 

14. S/U Only:  No 15. Contact Type:  Regularly Scheduled [base hr] 

16. Degree Type:  Baccalaureate 17. If other, specify:    Click here to enter text. 

18. Weekly Contact Hours:  XXX 19. Category of Instruction:  Advanced 

20. Delivery Method(s):       On-campus           Off-campus            Online  
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Week 10 – Scientific Research and Conflicts of Interest 
Week 11 - Chimeras 
Week 12 – Team Project Presentations 
Week 13 – Team Porject Presentations 
Week 14 – Genetics and Biological Warfare 

28. Grading Scheme 
Type of Assessment, Activity or Other Assignment Percent of Grade 
Leading discussion 
Class participation 
Team projects 
Web-based participation (online lectures) 

20 
30 
30 
20 

29. Instructor(s) 
William Allen, J.D.  
Marta Wayne, Ph.D. 
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Itemized Instructions 
1. Prefix. Enter the three letter code indicating placement of course within the discipline (e.g., POS, ATR, 

ENC). Note that for new course proposals, in rare cases SCNS will assign a different prefix. 
2. Level. Select the one digit code preceding the course number that indicates the course level at which the 

course is taught (e.g., 1=freshman, 2=sophomore, etc.). 
3. Number. Enter the three digit code indicating the specific content of the course based on the SCNS 

taxonomy and course equivalency profiles. For new course requests, this may be XXX until SCNS assigns 
an appropriate number. 

4. Lab Code. Enter the lab code to indicate whether the course is lecture only (blank), lab only (L), or a 
combined lecture and lab (C). 

5. Course Title. Enter the title of the course as it should appear in the Academic Catalog. 
6. Transcript Title. Enter the title that will appear in the transcript and the schedule of courses. Note that 

the transcript must be limited to 21 characters (including spaces and punctuation). Titles longer than 21 
characters will either be abbreviated as needed or cause the approval request to be recycled. 

7. Effective Term. Select the requested term that the course will first be offered. Selecting "Earliest" will 
allow the course to be active in the earliest term after SCNS approval. If a specific term and year are 
selected, this should reflect the department’s best projection. Courses cannot be implemented 
retroactively, and therefore the actual effective term cannot be prior to SCNS approval, which must be 
obtained prior to the first day of classes for the effective term. SCNS approval typically requires 2 to 6 
weeks after approval of the course at UF. 

8. Effective Year. Select the requested year that the course will first be offered. See preceding item for 
further information. 

9. Rotating Topic. Select “Yes” if the course will have rotating (varying) topics in different terms. For 
rotating topics courses, the course title in the Schedule of Courses and the transcript can vary with the 
topic. 

10. Amount of Credit. Select the number of credits awarded to the student upon successful completion, or 
select "Variable" if the course will be offered with variable credit and then indicate the minimum and 
maximum credits per section. Note that credit hours are regulated by Rule 6A-10.033, FAC. 

11. If you selected “Variable” for the amount of credit, indicate the minimum and maximum number of total 
credits. 

12. Repeatable Credit. Select "Yes" if the course may be repeated for credit. Some courses, such as 
independent study courses, will have rotating (variable) topics. Students may be allowed to repeat these 
courses provided the content is different. 

13. If you checked “Yes” for repeatable credit, indicate the maximum number of total repeatable credits 
allowed per student.  

14. S/U Only. Check this option if students should be graded as S-U in the course. Note that each course must 
be entered into the UF curriculum inventory as letter-graded or S-U. A course may not have both options. 

15. Contact Type. Select the best option to describe course contact type. This selection determines whether 
base hours or headcount hours will be used to determine the total contact hours per credit hour. Note 
that the headcount hour options are for courses that involve contact between the student and the 
professor on an individual basis. The following options are available: 

a. Regularly Scheduled [base hr] 
b. Thesis/Dissertation Supervision [1.0 headcount hr] 
c. Directed Individual Studies [0.5 headcount hr] 
d. Supervision of Student Interns  [0.8 headcount hr] 
e. Supervision of Teaching/Research [0.5 headcount hr] 
f. Supervision of Cooperative Education [0.8 headcount hr] 

Contact the Office of Institutional Planning and Research (352-392-0456) with questions regarding 
contact type. 

16. Degree Type. Select Baccalaureate, Graduate, Professional or Other. 
17. If you selected “Other” for degree type, specify the type. 
18. Total Contact Hours. Indicate the number of hours faculty will have contact with students each week on 

average throughout the duration of the course. 
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19. Category of Instruction. Indicate whether the course is introductory, intermediate or advanced. 
Introductory courses are those that require no prerequisites and are general in nature. Intermediate 
courses require some prior preparation in a related area. Advanced courses require specific 
competencies or knowledge relevant to the topic prior to enrollment. 

• 1000 and 2000 level = Introductory undergraduate 
• 3000 level = Intermediate undergraduate 
• 4000 level = Advanced undergraduate 
• 5000 level = Introductory graduate 
• 6000 level = Intermediate graduate 
• 7000 level = Advanced graduate 
• 4000/5000 and 4000/6000 levels = Joint undergraduate/graduate (these must be approved by 

the UCC and the Graduate Council) 
20. Delivery Method(s). Indicate all platforms through which the course is currently planned to be 

delivered. 
21. Course Description. Provide a brief narrative description of the course content. This description will be 

published in the Academic Catalog and is limited to 50 words or less. See course description guidelines. 
22. Prerequisites. Indicate all requirements that must be satisfied prior to enrollment in the course. 

Prerequisites will be automatically checked for each student attempting to register for the course. The 
prerequisite will be published in the Academic Catalog and must be formulated so that it can be enforced 
in the registration system. Please note that upper division courses (i.e., intermediate or advanced level of 
instruction) must have proper prerequisites to target the appropriate audience for the course. 
• Completing Prerequisites on UCC forms: 

o Use “&” and “or” to conjoin multiple requirements; do not used commas, semicolons, etc. 
o Use parentheses to specify groupings in multiple requirements. 
o Specifying a course prerequisite (without specifying a grade) assumes the required passing 

grade is D-. In order to specify a different grade, include the grade in parentheses immediately 
after the course number. For example, "MAC 2311(B)" indicates that students are required to 
obtain a grade of B in Calculus I. MAC2311 by itself would only require a grade of D-. 

o Specify all majors or minors included (if all majors in a college are acceptable the college code is 
sufficient). 

o “Permission of department” is always an option so it should not be included in any prerequisite 
or co-requisite. 

• Example: A grade of C in HSC 3502, passing grades in HSC 3057 or HSC 4558, and major/minor in 
PHHP should be written as follows: 
HSC 3502(C) & (HSC 3057 or HSC 4558) & (HP college or (HS or CMS or DSC or HP or RS minor)) 

23. Co-requisites. Indicate all requirements that must be taken concurrently with the course. Co-requisites 
are not checked by the registration system. 

24. Rationale and Placement in Curriculum. Explain the reason for adding the course to the curriculum 
and how the course will fit into the curriculum. 

25. Course Objectives. Describe the core knowledge and skills that student should derive from the course. 
The objectives should be both observable and measurable. 

26. Course Textbook(s) and/or Other Assigned Reading. Enter the title, author(s) and publication date of 
textbooks and/or readings that will be assigned, or a representative list of readings. 

27. Weekly Schedule of Topics. Provided a projected weekly schedule of topics. This should have sufficient 
detail to evaluate how the course would meet current curricular needs and the extent to which it overlaps 
with existing courses at UF. 

28. Grading Scheme. List the types of assessments, assignments and other activities that will be used to 
determine the course grade, and the percentage contribution from each. This list should have sufficient 
detail to evaluate the course rigor and grade integrity.  

29. Instructor(s). Enter the name of the planned instructor or instructors, or “to be determined” if 
instructors are not yet identified. 



 

The Foundation for The Gator Nation 
An Equal Opportunity Institution 

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 220 Bartram Hall 
Department of Biology PO Box 118525 
 Gainesville, FL 32611-8525 
 352-392-1175 
 352-392-3704 Fax 
 
June 29, 2015 
 
Dear Curriculum Committee, 
Attached please find a syllabus for a new 1-credit course taught by Drs. Marta Wayne and 
William Allen - PCB4XXX Genetical Ethics. 
 
This course has been offered several times in the past under special topics ZOO4926, and has 
always generated a lot of interest among students. Although past enrollment has necessarily 
been restricted by departmental control on registration, its formalization and inclusion in the 
catalog will provide the exposure, access, and prerequisite screen needed in order to grow 
enrollment.  
 
The course will serve as a 1-credit elective, and will be especially valuable for pre-health 
students, health disparities minors, and those wishing to pursue careers in STEM research.  It 
will also serve humanities or social science students interested in the intersections of policy and 
ethics with genetics. Upon approval from the appropriate committees, the course may be 
included in the health disparities minor and/or as an approved life science elective for the 
Biology major.  
 
We do not expect conflicts with other programs. A consultation has been received from the 
Department of Philosophy; please see attached documents. 
 
Please contact me if you have further questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Christine Davis 
Lecturer and Undergraduate Coordinator 
christine.davis@ufl.edu 



From: "Witmer,Gene" <gwitmer@ufl.edu> 
Subject: Consultation re genetical ethics course 
Date: June 29, 2015 at 1:37:33 PM EDT 
To: "Wayne,Marta L" <mlwayne@ufl.edu> 
 

Dear Marta, 
 
Thanks for asking Philosophy to review your proposed course 
PCB4XXX Genetical Ethics and meeting with me to discuss the course. 
 
As I said in our meeting, it seems to me that, while the course 
genuinely includeds philosophical content, it is very unlikely as a 1-
credit course to pose any danger to enrollment in our own classes, 
and if anything is likely to stir interest in taking philosophy courses. 
We discussed the importance of including a certain amount of ethical 
theory in the course; you mentioned some readings you already 
incorporate, and I did suggest using some other materials (e.g. Simon 
Blackburn’s *A Very Short Introduction to Ethics*, published by 
Oxford University Press 2003). I also suggested that you contact Dr. 
Jaime Ahlberg, one of our faculty with expertise in bioethics, as 
someone who might be able to serve as a guest lecturer or consultant 
for the course. While I make those suggestions, they are merely 
advisory; we have no objection to this course being created in the UF 
catalog. 
 
Best, 
Gene 
 
______________________ 
D. Gene Witmer 
Associate Professor and Chair 
Department of Philosophy 
330 Griffin-Floyd Hall 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, FL 32611-8545 
(352) 273-1830 
gwitmer@ufl.edu 
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