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Resolution of the University of Florida Faculty Senate,  2 

representing the faculty of the University of Florida, joining the ACFS statement on 3 
Academic Freedom 4 

 5 

Be it here declared that the University of Florida Faculty Senate joins the Advisory Council of 6 
Faculty Senates in expressing deep concern regarding breaches of academic freedom at UF: 7 

 8 
 9 

The State University System of Florida Advisory Council of Faculty Senates, representing the 10 
faculty of all twelve public universities in Florida, have united to express our grave concerns 11 
over the recent events taking place at our member institution, the University of 12 
Florida. Together, we express deep alarm about what appears to be a serious breach of 13 
academic freedom. 14 
  15 
In its 1940 Statement of Principles on Academic Freedom and Tenure, based on its 16 
original 1915 Declaration of Principles, the American Association of University Professors set 17 
forth clear professional norms regarding faculty participation in civic discourse: “College and 18 
university teachers are citizens, members of a learned profession, and officers of an educational 19 
institution. When they speak or write as citizens, they should be free from institutional 20 
censorship or discipline…” Recognizing their obligations as representatives of their disciplines 21 
and universities, the AAUP further notes that faculty have an obligation in such circumstances to 22 
speak with accuracy and respect for others, and as individuals rather than institutional 23 
speakers. This is precisely what the faculty at the University of Florida were attempting when 24 
their public participation was blocked by the university. 25 
  26 
When faculty are invited to participate in policy processes through their speech or research, they 27 
do so as objective experts, prepared by academic training to focus on evidence over 28 
bias.  When they are denied the right to participate, not only does it undermine both freedom of 29 
inquiry and the independence of the university, it denies the citizens of the State, to whom the 30 
university is ultimately responsible, access to the most current and independent knowledge 31 
available on the issue under consideration.  32 
  33 
In these recently publicized instances, faculty in a variety of disciplines attempted to engage in 34 
professional activity consistent with the principles of academic freedom that have been 35 
protected in the United States for over 100 years. As fellow faculty and stewards of the 36 
academy, we rise to defend these principles, especially when they are challenged in what 37 
appears to be a systematic way. We urge the University of Florida to reconsider these 38 
decisions, and we urge the State University System to reaffirm its commitment to academic 39 
freedom and freedom of speech as core values of all public institutions of higher learning.  40 
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https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Furldefense.com-252Fv3-252F-5F-5Fhttps-253A-252Fnam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com-252F-253Furl-253Dhttps-2A3A-2A2F-2A2Furldefense.com-2A2Fv3-2A2F-5F-5Fhttps-2A3A-2A2Fwww.aaup.org-2A2Freport-2A2F1940-2Dstatement-2Dprinciples-2Dacademic-2Dfreedom-2Dand-2Dtenure-5F-5F-2A3B-21-21FjuHKAHQs5udqho-21em-5FY5C1tf9uaaJRZHwNHjnI9WI1hdztnnhSE0D-5FXtT43LjEXh8BWbGlx-2DFC8hrkz-2A24-2526data-253D04-2A7C01-2A7CWilliam.Self-2A40ucf.edu-2A7Cd59d620f0c2240f4523808d99ef98ef3-2A7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1-2A7C0-2A7C0-2A7C637715616972865179-2A7CUnknown-2A7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0-2A3D-2A7C1000-2526sdata-253DjeZqFe-2A2B0jAvwCivaG1t-2A2FfSUMaauZwDVHJHRH81vkg-2A2B4-2A3D-2526reserved-253D0-5F-5F-253BJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl-21-21PhOWcWs-21gxzRU-2DzS9byane87yfhutSzB65p8CHT4ViI4nX-2DpcgqtN9H0RcoP71jp01SgIJq2-2524-26data-3D04-257C01-257CBoaz-2540usf.edu-257C97d3f62a602b4530082a08d99f263a7b-257C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa-257C0-257C0-257C637715808831015035-257CUnknown-257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0-253D-257C1000-26sdata-3DpNX4JtPgPBKR9x9-252FviphFZxO1g2iNpnfom1aruKSUZ4-253D-26reserved-3D0&d=DwMGaQ&c=sJ6xIWYx-zLMB3EPkvcnVg&r=i25cXBdDsynkP7b96fnQDoKM6ZwT0KJJvvljjllSeEMktk6fYogeQ9i9v9T4YwFP&m=XRA1_FQ8uWWIrYDwo7ZbCntUo3PpUDEcwf1GuNUwJZbhQwn1OlQRZySGIP8ux_Hx&s=aoYEMZcTtcfVVCf1gxr9XBgGy3-iGNjSEDJZ6HwLO5w&e=

