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Academic Assessment Plan for M.Ed. in Early Childhood Education 
College of Education 

 

A. Mission 
 

The University of Florida seeks to strengthen the human condition and improve the quality of 
life for the citizens of Florida, the nation, and the world by pursuing new knowledge and its 
dissemination while building upon the rich experiences of the past. The University values 
quality and inclusive public education, leading-edge research, and meaningful outreach and 
public service as ways to distinguish itself among the finest public universities in the nation. The 
University of Florida must create the broadly diverse environment necessary to foster multi-
cultural skills and perspectives in its teaching and research for its students to contribute and 
succeed in the world of the 21st century. 
 
The Early Childhood studies program faculty recognize the importance of the three-fold mission 
of the University and actively seek to prepare early childhood educators who possess the 
competencies to provide for the education and care of a diverse group of children in inclusive 
early childhood programs. Specifically, the Unified Early Childhood Bachelor’s degree 
considered in this report addresses the design and implementation of culturally sensitive 
inclusive early education program for young children (birth through age eight). Effective early 
childhood programs can alter the lives of children, families, and communities that result in 
academic, social, personal, and economic benefits. Highly qualified teachers play a critical role 
in ensuring the success of young children in early childhood programs. 
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B. Student Learning Outcomes and Assessment Measures  
 

SLO Type Student Learning Outcome Assessment Method 
Degree 
Delivery 

Knowledge Candidates completing the 

M.Ed. as part of the Unified 

Early Childhood Teacher 

Education Program will know 

and apply early childhood 

concepts, principles, and 

teaching theory. 

Candidates will obtain a satisfactory score on 

the Prekindergarten-Primary Subject Area test 

of the Florida Teacher Certification 

Examination. Program faculty review the exam 

results by competency area. 

Campus 

Skills Candidates will learn and apply 

effective planning and 

implementation of classroom-

based assessment and 

instruction. 

Candidates will satisfactorily complete the full 

time internship as indicated by a score no 

lower than a 3 on the Student Teaching 

Evaluation Form completed by the candidates' 

cooperating teachers and University 

supervisors.   

Campus 

Professional 

Behavior 

Candidates will display ethical 

behavior and appropriate 

professional conduct & 

communication 

Candidates will score no lower than a 3 on 

Part 2 (Accomplished) of the Student Teaching 

Evaluation Form as measured by the 

candidates’ cooperating teacher and 

University Supervisor.  

Campus 

Professional 

Behavior 

Candidates will know and apply 

cultural sensitivity and 

teamwork 

Candidates will participate in the end-of-

semester reflection meetings and submit 

written metacognitive letters. The faculty 

advisor facilitating the reflection meeting will 

document attendance and participation. 

Campus 

 

C. Research 
 The M.Ed. in Early Childhood Education is not a research degree. Research activities include 

reading and interpreting research in early childhood education in order to understand 

contemporary research, trends, and issues in early childhood. 
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D. Assessment Timeline  
 
Program:  M.Ed. in Early Childhood Education     College: Education 
 
 
          Assessment  
 
SLOs 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Assessment 3 

Knowledge    

#1 

Subject Area 
Test of FTCE 

(Spring 
Semester) 

  

Skills    

#2 

Student 
Teaching 

Evaluation Form 
– University 
Supervisor  

(Fall Semester) 

Student Teaching 
Evaluation Form – 

Field-Based 
Supervisor  

(Fall Semester) 

 

Professional Behavior    

#3 

Professionalism 
Items of Student 

Teaching 
Evaluation Form 

– University 
Supervisor  

(Fall Semester) 

Professionalism 
Items of Student 

Teaching 
Evaluation Form – 

Field-Based 
Supervisor  

(Fall Semester) 

 

#4 
Metacognitive 

Letter  
(Fall Semester) 

Metacognitive 
Letter 

(Spring Semester) 
 

 

E. Assessment Cycle 
 
Program:  M.Ed. in Early Childhood Education    College:  Education 
Analysis and Interpretation:  Completed by:  By Sept 30 
Program Modifications:  Completed by: end of Spring term 
Dissemination:  Completed by: end of Spring term 
 

Year 
SLOs 

10-11 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 15-16 

Content Knowledge       

#1       

Skills       

#2       

Professional Behavior       

#3       

#4       
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F. Measurement Tools 
 

1. Knowledge Assessment:  Students must take and pass appropriate sections of the Florida 

Teacher Certification Examination during the spring of the graduate year. The 

Prekindergarten-Primary subject area test includes knowledge of: child growth and 

development; foundations of early childhood education; research, standards, and trends; 

effective practices; strategies for family and community involvement; developmentally 

appropriate curricula; diverse needs of all children and their families; diagnosis, 

assessment, and evaluation; child guidance and classroom management; and content and 

instruction for literacy instruction, math, science, and social studies. 

2. Skills Assessment: Students complete the full time internship and are rated on the Student 

Teacher Evaluation Form (Appendix 1) completed by the UF Supervisor and the 

Cooperating Teacher. The Student Teacher Evaluation includes the Florida Department of 

Education’s Educator Accomplished Practices. 

3. Professional Behavior Assessment: Professional behavior is assessed through Part 2 of the 

Student Teacher Evaluation Form. 

4. Professional Behavior Assessment: Professional behavior is also assessed during the Fall 

and Spring End-of-Semester meetings. Student’s submit a written metacognitive letter 

responding to items such as: 

a. What readings or assignments helped you understand how children THINK& LEARN? A 

synthesis of IN-CLASS DISCUSSIONS for the current semester: 

b. What helped you expand your thinking (e.g., search for alternative explanations)? 

c. What field experiences helped you consider how the classroom/school/teacher context 

effects learning for young children. 

d. Using specific evidence describe how you have had an impact on a child’s learning 

and/or developmental outcomes? What did you learn from this experience? 

 

G. Assessment Oversight  
 

Name Department Affiliation Email Address Phone Number 
Hazel Jones School of Special 

Education, School 
Psychology, and Early 
Childhood Studies 

hajones@coe.ufl.edu 273-4285 

Elayne Colón Dean’s Area epcolon@coe.ufl.edu 273-4132 
Tom Dana Dean’s Area tdana@coe.ufl.edu 273-4134 
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Appendix 1: Student Teaching Evaluation Form  
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Figure 1. University of Florida Graduate/Professional Program Assessment Plan Review Rubric 
Related resources are found at http://www.aa.assessment.edu  
 
Program:           Year:  
Component                                 Criterion Rating Comments 

 Met 
Partially 

Met 
Not Met  

Mission Statement 

Mission statement is articulated clearly.      
The program mission clearly supports the 
College and University missions, and includes 
specific statements describing how it 
supports these missions. 

    

      

Student Learning Outcomes 
(SLOs) and Assessment 
Measures 
 

SLOs are stated clearly.     
SLOs focus on demonstration of student 
learning.     
SLOs are measurable. 
Measurements are appropriate for the SLO.     

      

Research 
Research expectations for the program are 
clear, concise, and appropriate for the 
discipline.  

    

Assessment Map 
 

The Assessment Map indicates the times in 
the program where the SLOs are assessed and 
measured. 

    

The Assessment Map identifies the 
assessments used for each SLO. 

    

      

Assessment Cycle 
 

The assessment cycle is clear.     
All student learning outcomes are measured.     
Data is collected at least once in the cycle.     
The cycle includes a date or time period for 
data analysis and interpretation. 

    

The cycle includes a date for planning 
improvement actions based on the data 
analysis. 

    

The cycle includes a date for dissemination of 
results to the appropriate stakeholders. 

    

http://www.aa.assessment.edu/
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University of Florida Graduate/Professional Program Assessment Plan Review Rubric, continued 

 

Component                                 Criterion Rating Comments 
 Met Partially Met Not Met  
Measurement Tools 
 

Measurement tools are 
described clearly and 
concisely.  

    

Measurements are 
appropriate for the SLOs. 

    

Methods and procedures 
reflect an appropriate balance 
of direct and indirect 
methods. 

    

The report presents examples 
of at least one  measurement 
tool. 

    

Assessment Oversight Appropriate personnel 
(coordinator, committee, etc.) 
charged with assessment 
responsibilities are identified 

    

 
 

 


